
 
 

  President’s Message                

      January 2016

 

Dear Members 

 

y best wishes to you all for a healthy 

and happy 2016. I hope to see you all at 

our meetings and functions. Your 

support is important as we continue our work to 

address issues of concern which we think need 

bringing to the attention of our elected 

representatives in both the State and Federal 

Parliaments. 

 

The old year finished and the new year has begun 

with the horror of bush fires and the loss of lives is 

the most tragic of all.  The loss of lifetime 

collections and animals as well as homes will be 

devastating for those families directly affected. I 

know many of you would have contributed to the 

rehabilitation of those affected by the Yarloop 

disaster. 

 

Please take note of all the notices posted in this 

issue as there will not be a late February 

newsletter (editor will be on leave) however any 

important notices will be sent out via e-mail. 

 

I celebrated Australia Day at The City of Perth 

Council House and witnessed the 57 new citizens 

of Australia receiving their Citizenship awards.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So many different people made up the recipients 

but the one thing that was so evident was the joy 

of being accepted into our great nation. May their 

lives be all that they have hoped for and that they 

are able to contribute in a meaningful way to their 

adopted country. Those present were entertained 

with the beautiful singing voice of Ms Liyana 

Yusof 

 

Our 2016 Australian of the Year Mr David 

Morrison has a strong voice on Gender Equality 

and violence against women so these already hot 

topics should be kept well to the fore throughout 

this year.   
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 2016 Australian of the Year David Morrison presented with 

his award by the Prime Minister Malcom Turnbull 
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“The March of the Living” was the focus of the 

International Day of Remembrance in Memory of 

the Victims of the Holocaust and we were 

addressed by Shirley Atlas who is a teacher at 

Carmel College.  
 

The March of the Living is an annual educational 

program, which brings students from all over the 

world to Poland, in order to study the history of 

the Holocaust and to examine the roots of 

prejudice, intolerance and hate. Since the first 

March of the Living was held in 1988, over 

200,000 participants, from 35 countries, have 

marched down the same path leading from 

Auschwitz to Birkenau on Holocaust 

Remembrance Day. 

Three upper school students from Carmel College 

presented their thoughts and reflections of their 

participation in the March of the Living. Although 

quite confronting, I was pleased that I was able to 

hear how they felt about the horror of the 

Holocaust and where two of the students had lost 

relatives. Thank you Ester Steingiesser, President 

of NCJWA(WA)for inviting me to share this 

experience. 

 

 

 

 

 
The memorial  

is situated in the 

Stirling Gardens of the 

CBD of the City of 

Perth. It takes the form of a solid, cream-white stone, 

triangular pyramid, on a stone base, approximately one 

metre high, resting on a circular, paved area. Each side of 

the pyramid has a centrally embedded plaque. The memorial 

was constructed as a joint effort by the following 

institutions: The Western Australia Jewry, the Government 

of Western Australia, and the City of Perth town council. 

The dedication date was the 9th November 1995. The 

memorial is dedicated to the Jewish, the Romani (Gypsy) 

and other civilian victims 

 

The coming month will be busy with the 

presentation of the Science and Technology 

bursary, Standing Committee meeting, Executive 

Committee and General meeting. 

Preparation for the International Women's Day 

luncheon is well in hand. 

I have a celebration in mind for our Founders Day 

21 April 2016 with a tour of our State Library, 

where our archive is protected. We will make a 

presentation of our national history book 

“Respectable Radicals” to the library. 

 

Marion Ward 

 

 

 

 

 

Anne Lucy Healy 
 

13 December 1934 –  

11 January 2016 

 

 

Anne was a associate 

member of NCWWA where we all admired her 

bright and cheerful demeanor.  

 

From early 

childhood Anne 

was unwell with 

eczema and 

bronchial asthma 

which resulted in 

her needing an 

Invalid Pension at 

the age of 16 years. 

She had been 

unable to attend 

school for any length of time, however, the Anne 

we knew was able to speak on many subjects and 

always was well up with current affairs, probably 

the result of being an avid newspaper reader and 

current affairs viewer. 

 

Anne worked in sheltered workshop employment 

and spent much of her time advocating for the 

rights of people with disabilities. She attended 

workshops and conferences to advance this 

advocacy. Anne was an accomplished dressmaker 

when her illness allowed her to sew. 

 

One of her strong interests was her love of 

watching sport and this was reflected in her 

membership of both WA Australian Football 

League teams, WACA and always attended the 

Hopman Cup. 

 

A number of Council members attended the 

funeral service for Anne, and this service reflected 

the beliefs of a devout Christian woman.  

 

Anne was an inspiration to all who were 

privileged to know her and she will be greatly 

missed from our Council. 

 

 

Marion Ward 
 
 

 

 

 

2. 

The 

Anne 

Frank 

Memorial 



 

 

 

 

AFFILIATE NEWS 

                     

The following is an extract from the 
Breathe newsletter January 2016 

Informative Day 
 

“No one likes to face the reality that human trafficking 
may exist in our neighborhood. We invite you to come 
and listen to Peter Abetz talk on reducing human 
trafficking through prostitution law reform. Caitlin will 
be talking about sexualisation of girls in popular 
culture. Linda’s House of Hope supporting those 
exiting prostitution” 
 

Thursday, February 11, 2016 
11:00am 3:00pm 
Melville Recreation Centre Corner of Canning 
Hwy and Stock Rd  

 

The following link gives Peter Abetz 
thoughts on prostitution of 
women. He states: 
ONLY desperate women choose to 
be prostitutes, and legalising prostitution in WA would 
cause a rise in human trafficking, Southern River MLA 
Peter Abetz says. 
Mr Abetz is holding a series of lectures to stimulate 
public debate on prostitution law. WA has made no 
progress since 2011 when a Bill, which proposed to 
register prostitutes and remove brothels from 
residential areas, failed to be passed. 
The pastor-turned-politician said that work he had 
done, counselling women leaving the sex industry at 
Linda’s House of Hope in Cannington, gave him insight 
into the lives of sex workers and the reasons they 
entered the industry. 
 
http://www.perthnow.com.au/news/western-
australia/southern-river-mp-peter-abetz-holding-
series-of-lectures-to-encourage-public-debate-on-
prostitution-law/news-
story/6d59d7ed79a7240d0744773a579abe1e 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
      
 
 
 
 

 
 

NCWWA Luncheon 

 

 

 

Will be held at 
 

The Rod Evans Community Centre 

160 Hay St East Perth 
 

Wednesday 9 March 
 

Please be seated by 11.45 am 
 

Guest Speaker 
 

Her Excellency the Honorable Kerry Sanderson AO 
Governor of Western Australia, 

will speak on Women in Leadership 

 

Cost $35 per person 
 

The inaugural 

Paddy Firstenberg Memorial Award  
for leadership is to be presented 

 

Members and friends invited. 
 
 

Early bookings are advised due to limited seating 
 

  RSVP: 24 February 2016 
Email: ncwwa@iinet.net.au 
Phone:    6161 9991  or  9461 3290 
 

   Payment:                     BSB: 066 110     Acct No: 10157530 
   Account Name:          National Council of Women WA Inc.. 
   Cheques payable to: National Council of Women WA Inc.. 

      PO Box 6224 East Perth  6892 
 

 

 

 

3. 

FEB 

11 
----------------- 

11am 

 

 

MAR 

9 
----------------- 

11.30am 
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STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 

November 2015 

 

NUTRITION Adviser Joan Shenton 

 

 

Beware the roast potato 
 

Some of you may have seen the news Item in last 

Monday’s “West Australian” saying  “Beware the 

roast potato and the crunchy piece of toast” 

A study by the Food  Standards Agency in Britain 

which is the British Government’s  food safety 

watchdog, measured the amount of acrylmide in 

roast potatoes, toast and chips which had been 

cooked in the home and  found that they contained 

worryingly high levels of this cancer causing 

toxin. The chief scientist advises that potatoes and 

chips should be cooked only to a light colour and 

toast also be light in colour. The crisper the potato 

or the darker the toast –  the higher the level of 

acrylimide in the product. 

 

Mini Teat 
 

Also from Monday’s “West” an item related to 

Nutrition indirectly, about the development by the 

UWA centre for Neonatal Research and Education 

of a mini teat for premature babies. When born 

and depending on gestation, premature babies are 

fed by tube or bottle until they can suck at the 

breast. This mini teat has a valve which opens 

only when the babe creates a vacuum in the back 

of the mouth which mimics the sucking action of a 

babe at the breast. This means the child will 

hopefully take to the breast when bigger.  Breast is 

best has been proven over the years and this 

development can only be good. 

 

Debit card in the north 
 

In Kununurra and Wyndham a year’s trial has 

commenced whereby working age people on 

income support have 80% of their welfare income 

paid into a debit card that cannot be used at liquor 

stores or for gambling. It is an Aboriginal leaders, 

not a Government one and it is hoped that as they 

guide this trial along” It will make a better future 

for our children  and the Community” 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Beef intake down 
 

In Australia the consumption of beef has fallen 

dramatically in recent years from an annual 70.4 

Kg per Australian in 1977 to 32.8Kg in 2011 

according to a University study.  

However we are still a nation of meat eaters as 

domestic consumers spent $6.2 million on beef in 

2011-12. 

 

News on coffee 
 

Coffee is once more in the news, good this time as 

it has been found that those who drink 3 – 5 cups a 

day are less likely to die from heart disease,  

suicide, diabetes or Parkinson’s according to 

research. The study compared people who did not 

drink coffee or less than two cups daily, to those 

who reported drinking moderate amounts or up to 

5 cups daily.  
 
 
 

DISABILITY  Adviser Janni Goss 

 
 

Assistance for People with a Disability 
 

Half of Australians with a disability are not getting the 

help they need according to recent data from the 

Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS).  The data 

analysed 80,000 Australians who reported that they 

needed assistance from a formal service provider in 

2012.  In 2012, 1.5 million people with disability 

needed formal assistance from an organised service 

provider for at least one activity of everyday living, 

such as self-care, communication or mobility.  Around 

half of these people had an unmet need for formal 

assistance, that is, they either got some assistance but 

not enough, or they got no assistance at all.  The most 

common barrier for not receiving enough help was 

because it cost too much (27.8 per cent) or they did 

not know about an available service (26.3 per cent).  

Higher rates of unmet need were found amongst those 

with intellectual and psychological disabilities, 

compared with those with physical or sensory and 

speech disabilities.  The survey also found that people 

with an unmet need for formal assistance were less 

likely to be participating in the labour force than those 

whose needs were fully met, and more likely to be 

living in low income households. 

 
 
 
 
 

4. 

  



 
 
 
Intellectual Disability Reference Group 
Established 
 
This year an Intellectual Disability Reference Group 

has been set up to advise the NDIS Independent 

Advisory Council (IAC) on the effectiveness of the 

Scheme design and how to engage and connect 

better with people with intellectual disability to 

enable them to live a good life.  The group has now 

met twice and is finalising its advice to the NDIA on 

the topic:  What should the NDIA understand about 

intellectual disability?  Other topics that the  

reference group has prioritised include:  promoting 

equity of access to the NDIS – the definition of 

intellectual disability – planning and implementing 

support where participants lack effective 
informal support – decision-making and participants 

with cognitive impairment – participants with 

complex behaviour – creating a positive vision for 

participants with intellectual disability – 

information, linkages and capacity building – 

participants in large residential centres – and parents 

who have an intellectual disability.  It is really 

important for the NDIS to think through what 

services and supports people are going to need and 

to look at new ways of doing things. 

 
 

End Violence Against People with 
Disability 
 
The Australian Cross Disability Alliance (ACDA) calls 

on the Australian Government to act swiftly to address 

the epidemic of violence against children and adults 

with disability in residential and institutional settings 

throughout Australia.  The Victorian Commissioner for 

Children and Young People, Bernie Geary, has 

released the report, ‘As a Good Parent Would’ that 

details the horrific sexual violence and abuse 

perpetrated against children, including children with 

disability, in residential care in Victoria.  Ms Carolyn 

Frohmader, CEO of Women With Disabilities 

Australia (WWDA) and ACDA member said, “For 

more than 20 years, people with disability in Australia 

have been urging successive Australian Governments 

.  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Women on Wellness Screening Program 
for Women with Disabilities Ends 
 

This Womens’ Health service officially closed due to 

funding cuts and restructuring of Royal Perth Hospital 

on 30 June 2015.  This was a unique program that 

provided a service to many of the women with 

disabilities in Perth and Western Australia.  It is hoped 

that another health service will take on the WOW 

banner in the near future. 

 

 

MEMBERS MATTERS 

 

NCWA delegate for UN convention 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The president of the International Council of 

Women, Jungsook Kim, appointed the NCW 

national adviser for Habitat, WENDY 

RAINBIRD, as the Australian representative to 

attend the United Nations Commission on the 

Status of Women 60 to be held in New York 

2016 
 

CONGRATULATIONS WENDY !!! 

We know you will represent Australian Women 

with passion and genuine understanding. 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

The Theme:The elimination and prevention of 

all forms of violence against women and girls 
 

The sixtieth session of the Commission on the 

Status of Women will take place at the United 

Nations Headquarters in New York from 14 to 24 

March 2016.Representatives of Member States, 

UN entities, and ECOSOC-accredited non-

governmental organizations (NGOs) from all 

regions of the world will attend the session. 

 

Read more amazing information...click the 

following  

http://www.unwomen.org/en/csw/csw60-2016

  

5. 

 

 

to act to address and prevent violence experienced 

by children and adults with disability in institutional 

and residential settings. 
We are working closely with the current Senate Inquiry 

and aware the Inquiry is yet to report its findings, but we 

firmly believe the time has come for a Royal 

Commission to properly investigate and do justice to the 

epidemic of violence perpetrated against people with 

disability.” 

 

 

http://www.unwomen.org/en/csw
http://www.unwomen.org/en/csw
http://www.unwomen.org/en/csw/member-states
http://www.unwomen.org/en/csw/ngo-participation
http://www.unwomen.org/en/csw/ngo-participation
http://www.unwomen.org/en/csw/csw60-2016


  

COMING EVENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         
 

                                                                                                      

           

 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                                     

www.ncwwa.org.au           
 
 

                                                                        
        You are welcome visit the NCWWA 

web site and become  a  facebook 
friend. We look forward to your 
comments. 

         
 

 

DATE OF NEXT GENERAL 
 MEETING 

 
 

Monday 22 February 2016 
 

1.00 pm 
 

Rod Evans Community Centre 
160 Hay St East Perth 

 

February Guest Speaker 

To be decided 

 

March Guest Speaker 

Mon 21 March 

Senator Rachel SIEWERT 

 

Rachael was prominently involved in the 
establishment and running of the Conservation 
Council of Western Australia, working for a number of 
years as its Coordinator, and was awarded the Bessie 
Rischbieth Conservation Award in 2003. 
Rachael was first elected to the Senate at the 2004 
election and commenced her term in July 2005. She 
was re-elected for a second term at the 2010 federal 
election.Rachael is the Australian Greens Whip, chairs 
the Senate Community Affairs References Committee 
and is a member of the Expert Panel on Constitutional 

Recognition of Indigenous Australians.[4][5] 
 [
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Senator Linda Reynolds 

 

 

          NCWWA 

Science and Technology 
Bursary 2016 

 

Award presentation 

 

Wednesday 10 February 2016 
 

10am 
 

Council House, City of Perth 
 

St Georges Tce, Perth 
 

Attendance by invitation only 

 

 

 

 

 

FOUNDERS’ DAY 
 

Thursday 21 April   
2016 

 
The first meeting of NCWWA was held 
in Government House 105 years ago 

 
A free tour will be held  

at the 
 WA State Library  

10.30 am 
 

A presentation of the NCWA history 
book  

Respectable Radicals  
will follow 

 
Please phone or email the office or submit 

your name at a general meeting if you 

would like to attend 

 

6. 

 
 

APRIL 

21 
----------------- 

10.30am 
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