
 
 

  President’s Message                

      March 2016

 

Dear Members 
 

ince my last message early in February  

we have awarded our Science and 

Technology Bursary to Sarah Denney. 

Sarah is studying a double degree in General 

Nursing and Midwifery at Edith Cowan 

University.  

A delightful morning was held in the City of Perth 

Council House and hosted by our Vice Patron 

Janet Davidson. Many thanks, Janet. 
 

Late in that month I enjoyed the hospitality of the 

War Widows Guild at their annual “Thank You 

Sundowner” and a chance to catch up with some 

old friends. 
 

March has been an extraordinary month as I have 

attended the many functions to celebrate 

International Women’s Day and other events. 

Once again we were very honoured to have our 

Patron, Her Excellency the Honourable Kerry 

Sanderson AO Governor of Western Australia, 

attend our IWD luncheon. The address given by 

Her Excellency gave us an insight to her earlier 

life, education and career. I am sure that like me 

you are now better able to appreciate the 

leadership qualities of our Governor.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Her Excellency graciously consented to present 

the Inaugural Paddy Firstenberg Leadership 

Award and this was presented to Carolyne 

Gatward. 

Our congratulations to Carolyne for her past and 

ongoing work with UNAA (United Nations 

Association of Australia) 

Our dining room was full of happy and talkative 

women with a contribution from the three 

gentlemen present.   

 

Following our luncheon I attended the IWD 

Sundowner at the State Reception Centre. This 

was hosted by the Deputy Premier/ Minister for 

Women’s Interest the Honourable Lisa Harvey 

MLA, who, as keynote speaker, touched on the 

many problems facing women in the workplace. 

Another IWD function was held at the Bendigo 

Bank in Osborne Park where the importance of 

women in the workplace through Small Business 

was the topic of discussion. 

 This was a great gathering of interesting women 

who are so energetic and committed to advancing 

their lives. 
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Earlier in the month Jan Rose and I attended the 

Report Launch of Gender Equality Insights 2016. 

This Breakfast, held at the Hyatt Hotel, was 

sponsored by Bankwest Curtain Economics Centre 

and Workplace Gender Equality Agency.  There 

were some very informative presentations given 

and a copy of the report is in our office and 

available to members.  Jan and I have registered 

for the Innovations Forum to follow. 

 

Affiliate member Girl Guides Western Australia 

(Inc) held their AGM and I was able to meet the 

new State Commissioner Linda Elezovich and 

discuss some issues of interest to both Guides and 

NCWWA. Best wishes to Linda as she works with 

the leaders of her organization and we know that 

the work undertaken is so valuable for young girls 

during their formative years. 

 

Commonwealth Day Multi Faith Observance 2016 

& Blessing of the new City of Perth Library was 

held at St George’s Cathedral. 

 The theme this year is “ An Inclusive 

Commonwealth”. Inclusion through Literacy and 

as literacy is empowering for the individual and 

leads to social, economic and cultural inclusion it 

was very appropriate that the Observance lead 

directly into the Blessing of the new Perth Library. 

Many Faiths were represented and all 

representatives spoke of the importance of 

literacy. 

Her Excellency was in attendance and delivered 

the Commonwealth Day message from her 

Majesty the Queen.  

 

With Sally Warner I was privileged to attend the 

Commonwealth Day Youth Harmony Program. 

This was held in Government House Ballroom in 

the presence of Her Excellency. 

We witnessed a concert style program of 

performances presented by the Youth of Western 

Australia. The event was conducted entirely by the 

RCSWA Young Fellows committee (aged under 

22 years) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My sincere thanks to Mr Terry Spiro MEM, 

FIEAust President of the Royal Commonwealth 

Society for the invitations extended to NCWWA. 

 

NCWWA Founders Day 21 April. On this day 

105 years ago the first general meeting was held in 

Government House Ballroom and presided over 

by Lady Edeline Strickland. To celebrate this  

day a free tour of the State Library has been 

organized and if you wish to attend please let the 

office know by Monday 11 April. A presentation 

of “Respectable Radicals”, our national history, 

will be made to the library. Our considerable 

archive is cared for by our State Library.  I look 

forward to seeing you all at the Library and if you 

wish to bring a friend please do so. 
 

 

Marion Ward 

 
 

NEWS UPDATE 

 

 

 

 

 

We have received official confirmation that the 

NCWWA application for a grant from 

Lotterywest to upgrade our office computers 

and other IT equipment has been granted. 

 

We thank Lotterywest for their ongoing 

support as it is greatly appreciated. 

 

It is now possible to maintain our advocacy for 

others in a contemporary manner. 

 

Now all we have to do is set 

up the new equipment….. 

and then ADAPT. 

 

    

 

 

 

2. 

 

 



 
BPW WA member Carol Hanlon 

 

 
 

AFFILIATE NEWS 

 

 

 

The following is a copy of a media release 

circulated by Soroptomist International  

advocating the non release  from hospital of the  

refugee child suffering from burns. 

 

 

Soroptimist International Australia Media 

Release – Children in Detention  

Anne Sheehan, President / National 

Representative of Soroptimist International 

Australia says: 

“It is the right moral and ethical decision for 

medical staff at the Lady Cilento Hospital in 

Brisbane to not release the small girl of around  

one year of age who suffered burns from boiling 

water in a tent while in immigration detention on 

Nauru.” 

“It is morally and ethically wrong to release a 

child back into the same environment where the 

very injury that caused the harm occurred and 

where other risks of harm continue to exist.” 

“Soroptimist International Australia urges the 

Australian Government to provide adequate 

security, protection, and safe environments for all 

refugees and asylum seekers, especially those who 

are often the most vulnerable, children.” 

 

Thanks to Soroptomist International delegate to 

NCWWA, Jeanine Son, for forwarding on this 

information. It is good to see we are working 

together, for the good of women and children. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Business and Professional 

Women WA 

 
Carol Hanlon to present at UN CSW60, New 

York, March 2016, Parallel NGO Event 
 

In January newsletter an article included an 

announcement that NCWA representative Wendy 

Rainbird is attending the UN CSW60 event. 

We now have information that Carol Hanlon from 

the BPW WA (affiliate member of NCWWA) will 

present at an NGO Parallel Forum during United 

Nations Commission on the Status Women 

(CSW60), New York, March 2016.     

 

The NGO CSW Forum gives non-government 

organisations from around the world the 

opportunity to discuss issues pertaining to women 

and girls, to network, share strategies/good 

practices, and to lobby governments to implement 

resolutions and treaties. 
 

Carol Hanlon said, “For two weeks in March, the 

UN Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) 

turns the focus of the United Nations towards 

women and gender related issues worldwide. This 

year there was a record-breaking number of 

applications from organisations around the globe 

wanting to present at the parallel events (over 

500!).I’m honoured to 

have been invited to 

present a forum in the 

NGO CSW Forum” 
 

Carol will present a 

topic entitled: 

‘Empowering 

Women in Small 

Business through Online Training & Mentoring 

that develops Sustainable Enterprises providing 

Social, Environment & Economic community 

benefits.’  

3. 
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STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 

March 2016 

HABITAT  Adviser : Laurel Pearce 

 More than $20 million worth of land near 

Perth train stations will be released to 

build at least 500 new apartments to tackle 

housing affordability. They will be built on 

seven sites; Wellard, Armadale, Gosnells, 

Butler, Midland, Perth and East Perth. The 

State Government’s affordable housing 

provider, the Housing Authority will 

partner developers to build homes on the 

sites, with a focus on affordable housing 

and medium to high density apartments. 
 

 In a report released by The Salvation Army 

they emphasise that providing stability is 

the key for homeless families. 

Homelessness can be caused by poverty, 

unemployment, lack of affordable housing, 

poor physical or mental health, drug and 

alcohol abuse, gambling, family and 

relationship breakdown, domestic violence 

and physical and/or sexual abuse. All these 

factors can cause a person to become 

homeless. They can also be one of the 

reasons a person remains homeless.  

 Eg: drug and alcohol abuse can be both a 

cause and a result of domestic violence, 

mental illness or addictions and family 

instability. 
 

 The Salvation Army believes that apart 

from obvious needs such as employment, 

counselling and material aid, many 

families have a desperate need for 

stability, so they are targeting ending 

transience for some of these families. 

Children continually moving home and 

school many times a year are incredibly at 

risk in terms of safety, security and 

stability. 
 

 The Close the Gap Progress and 

Priorities Report for 2016 has just been 

released in Canberra. The Close the Gap 

report measures progress on government 

targets to tackle the disadvantages facing  

 

 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People. 

Over ten years there has been minimal 

progress. 

YOUTH              Adviser: Dawn Butterworth 

 On February 5, Soulayma, the Global 

Youth Ambassador from Lebanon, 

attended the Syrian Pledging Conference 

in London. She presented a petition signed 

by 10,000 people to get young Syrian 

refugee children based in Jordan, Lebanon 

and Turkey back into school, along with 

hand-drawn paintings by Syrian children. 

As a result, 15 billion dollars was pledged 

by world nations, including 25 million 

from Australia, for food, shelter, health 

and education services for Syrian refugees. 
 

 It has been reported that Jenny Perkins, the 

acting Commissioner for Children and 

Families in WA has been appointed the 

new national Equal Opportunity 

Commissioner. 
 

 Changes to Youth Graduation from 

Secondary School 

In WA, the Minister for Education has 

announced that in order to ensure that all 

youth leave secondary school with at least 

basic literacy and numeracy skills, they 

will be required to receive a pass in these 

areas before receiving a WACE certificate. 
 

 Annual UN Economic and Social 

Council (ECOSOC) Youth Forum 

On February 1
st
 at the UN headquarters in 

New York, young leaders from around the 

world met to discuss concrete 

commitments and actions to realize the 

2030 Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs) at the national, regional and global 

levels. There was a particular emphasis on 

decent jobs for youth. It should be noted 

that in December 2015, the youth (15-24 

years) unemployment rate in Australia was 

12.1% and closer to 14% in WA. 

 

4. 

 

 



 

 

 

Her Exellency presenting 

Carolyne with her award 

Carolyne Gatward & her 

nominator Judith Parker 

Her Excellency 

Kerry Sanderson AO 

 

International Women’s Day Luncheon 

 

A highlight of the IWD luncheon was the key note speech on Leadership by  

The Honorable Kerry Sanderson AO Governor of Western Australia. 

Her Excellency gave us an amazing example of leadership whilst reflecting on her 

personal roles in business and the community. We are privileged to have this 

wonderful lady, the first women to be Governor of our state, as our Patron. 

 

Paddy Firstenberg Memorial Award for Leadership 

During the luncheon the inaugural recipient was announced and presented by the 

Her Excellency, the Governor of Western Australia. 

The awardee is Carolyne Gatward whose citation is as follows: 

 

Carolyne Gatward is the current President of United Nations Association of 

Western Australia and a Board Member of the United Nations Association of 

Australia. 

Carolyne is a young lawyer working full time as well as studying for further law 

qualifications and she finds time to provide excellent leadership in the human 

rights area. She is not a member of NCWWA. When Carolyne moved into the 

position of leadership of UNAAWA a strategic plan had just been completed. This 

plan indicated that UNAAWA had a deficiency of younger members to carry on the 

organizations aims and objectives. Carolyne had shown extraordinary leadership skills to encourage 

younger WA citizens to join the association and the executive while sensitively still valuing the contribution 

and skills of older members. The result of her leadership is that at present 60% of the organisation are 

members under 40 while the older long term members are still members 

and contributing. She has had self-funded trips to Geneva and New York to 

learn more about the UN structure. 

Her leadership has resulted in the establishment of the Young Professionals 

Group, continued growth of the Human Rights Forum and the presentation 

of a number of well attended forums. 

Carolyne has a quiet, firm and relaxed manner and has increased her ability 

to present public speeches and chair forums. She is a role model encouraging 

others to improve leadership skills. In a time when organisation membership is declining the membership of 

UNAAWA has expanded and efficiently used IT to attract membership. 

Congraulations Carolyne  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. 

 

 

 

l-r Val Frank, Shelly London, Jenny Faigenbaum & Esther 

Steinhenger from the National Council of Jewish Women WA 

l-r Maria Parkinson, Betty Ryan, Pat Richards from 

the Catholic Women’s League and Shelia Shepherd 

l-r Maryse 

Aranda and 

Jewell 

Bobardt 

 



 

Science and Technology Bursary 2016        

 

“In February we awarded the NCWWA Science and Technology Bursary to Sarah Denney.  

Sarah is studying for a double degree in General Nursing and Midwifery at Edith Cowan University.”  

The prestigious presentation was held the City of Perth Council House and hosted by Vice Patron  

Janet Davidson. A number of other members of NCWWA also attended. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FUNDRAISING

MOVIE 

he man who knew Infinity 

 

 

 

 

 
Sunday 22 May 

3.30pm 

Cygnet Theatre, Preston St, Como 
$18 per person 

 

Growing up poor in Madras, India, Srinivasa 

Ramanujan Iyengar earns admittance to 

Cambridge University during WWI, where he 

becomes a pioneer in mathematical theories with 

the guidance of his professor, G.H. Hardy. 
 

BULBS 

 

It is ‘bulb’ time 

of the year again 

Brochures and orders 

available from the office, members  and 

daphne016@bigpond.com 

mo: 0411705 056  

ph: 94494817 

orders must be in by 18 April 

 

 

 

 

ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS 

Are also available! 

 
 

  

 

T 
MAY 

22 
----------------- 

3.30pm 

 

6. 

 

 

 

 

APRIL 

18 
----------------- 

5.00pm 

 

NCWWA member Helen McDonagh and 

Life Member NCWWA  Joan Shenton 

Councillor Janet Davidson, Sarah Denny 

and President of NCWWA Marion Ward 

Bursar, Sarah Denney with her mother, Cindy 

Starring: Jeremy Irons, Dev Patel, Toby Jones   

Tickets:  Email ncwwa@iinet.net.au 

 

 

mailto:daphne016@bigpond.com
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000460?ref_=tt_ov_st_sm
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm2353862?ref_=tt_ov_st_sm
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0429363?ref_=tt_ov_st_sm
mailto:ncwwa@iinet.net.au


 

COMING EVENTS 
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www.ncwwa.org.au           
 
 

                                                                        
        You are welcome visit the NCWWA 

web site and become  a  facebook 
friend. We look forward to your 
comments. 

         
 

 
 

 

DATE OF NEXT GENERAL 
 MEETING 

 

 
 

Monday 18 April 2016 
 

1.00 pm 
 

Rod Evans Community Centre 
160 Hay St East Perth 

 

Guest Speaker 

Ann O’Neil 
from 

 angelhands Inc. 
 

angelhands is a not-for-profit organization that 

provides support and assistance to those who 

have been affected by homicide or serious 

personal violence. angelhands aims to lessen 

any sense of isolation and help regain some 

sense of normalcy, safety and belonging. 

 

 

                                                         

                                                 A trading table  

                             treasures to 

purchase, will be  also  be  available 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOUNDERS’ DAY 
 

Thursday 21 April   
2016 

 
The first General meeting of NCWWA 

was held in Government House  
105 years ago 

 
A free tour will be held  

at the 
 WA State Library  

10.30 am 
 

A presentation of the NCWA history 
book  

Respectable Radicals  
will follow 

 
Please phone or email the office  

to register 

 

7. 

 
 

APRIL 

21 
----------------- 

10.30am 

 

APRIL 

18 
----------------- 

1.00 pm 

 

 

The following attachment is a copy of the 

letter written to the Department of 

Commerce regarding the review of the 

Regulation of Motor Vehicle Dealers and 

Repairs. This follows on from a  previous 

letter recommending that “cooling off 

periods be introduced for motor vehicle 

purchase involving linked finance”. 

Readers may fine the content interesting. 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
 

 

 
 
 



 
 

 


