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Dear Members 

 

his is the last NCWWA Newsletter for 

2016. The year has just passed by very 

quickly. It seems no-time since I was 

elected as the NCWWA President in late July. 

While I am still settling into the role I have tried 

to engage with as many NCWWA members as 

possible to better understand the Affiliate and 

Associate members interest, issues and 

concerns. We must become more influential and 

communicate the voice of NCWWA to 

government and community on a range of issues 

advancing women and their families. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 2017 NCWWA Science, Technology, 

Engineering and Maths (STEM) Bursary 

application is now open. Applications for the 

Bursary close on 20 February 2017. The Bursary 

is available for a female student studying in the 

STEM field. An application is available on the 

NCWWA Web-site. If you know of a young 

woman studying STEM subjects in Western 

Australia in Year 12, University or TAFE level 

please encourage her to apply for the Bursary. 

 

Thank you to Eleni Evangel MLA for hosting a 

most enjoyable Morning Tea at Parliament 

House last Thursday. Thank you to the ladies 

who came along. It was a most enjoyable and 

interesting morning. NCWWA membership 

consists of a number of amazing women.  Many 

have given countless volunteer hours not only to 

NCWWA but to many other organisations in the 

community, some over many, many years. 
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Thank you to those who joined us to celebrate 

Christmas at the annual NCWWA Christmas 

luncheon. It was terrific to hear from Tress Walmsley 

CEO Of Intergrain and the 2015 RIRDC Western 

Australian Rural Women. Tress has recently joined 

NCWWA as an Associate member. 
 

Robyn Nolan 
robynmn@bigpond.net.au 

 

 

The next general meeting of NCWWA will be in 

February. I hope you all have a restful festive season 

and take the opportunity to spend time with your 

family and friends. May I take this opportunity to 

wish you all a Safe and Happy Christmas and my best 

wishes for a great start to 2017 

 

. 
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STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 

November 2016 

 

Members of Standing Committees are selected for their expertise, knowledge or interest  

and provide informed research and advice to all levels of the organisation. They provide 

leadership in the preparation of submissions to government at both State and Federal levels.     

 

  Coordinator: Jan Rose                                                                                                COORDINATOR’S SUMMARY 

         

 

The Advisers of the NCW WA Standing Committee held their meeting on 19th November. 

The many reports presented gave good cause for a lively discussion. 
 

NCWWA Intern, Monica Viviani informed the meeting she was making progress researching 

“Homelessness in WA” and would have a report ready for next year.   Monica informed the meeting that 

there were many issues as to why people became homeless. 
 

Corrective Services are to construct two accommodation units outside Banksia Hill to provide temporary 

homes with a full time carer in each house to ensure that parolees attend school or vocational training, 

stay off drugs and alcohol and comply with all orders imposed by the parole board. This statement was 

issued by the CORRECTIVE SERVICES MINISTER Hon Joe Francis after the second recent riot occurred at 

the Banksia Detention Centre recently, resulting in $400,000 of damage which was carried out by seven 

juvenile detainees. The meeting agreed that a letter of support be sent to the minister for this positive 

move. See Youth Report  
 

Daphne Thacker (Education Adviser), Marion Ward (Health Adviser and Vice President) and Jan Rose 

(Standing Committee Coordinator) attended the Bankwest Curtin Economics breakfast on November 18. 

A booklet titled Western Australia’s International Education Sector: Performance and Prospects  

reported how poorly WA handled international students in comparison to the positive approach by 

other states.  It was stated that international students could be a boost to the economy but there 

needed to be better marketing prospects to give students a good experience and a look at business 

partnerships.  

A copy of the booklet is available in NCWWA office. 
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     Adviser: Laurel Pearce  HABITAT
 

At a West Business/Curtin University Outlook Series Round Table event, Dr. Rachel Ong (Deputy Director 

of the Bankwest Curtin Economics Centre) said that despite the Centre’s 2016 Housing Affordability 

Report finding that housing affordability improved for average WA households between 2012 and 2014, 

further analysis had revealed a very limited trickle down effect for low income earners and those living in 

the regions. There were one in five older renters living in housing stress and the proportion of renters 

paying more than 50% of income in rent had doubled from 5% to 10% in the last decade. 

Dr. Ong identified a lack of diversity in housing as one of the key issues . 40% of older West Australians 

wanting to downsize could not because of no suitable options in the area they wanted to live. 

Expert panelists singled out local councils, poor planning and delays, distorted tax signals, and a lack of 

housing choice saying they meant pointless inefficiencies that added to housing costs. 

St. Vincent de Paul CEO said community housing was being overlooked despite the twenty thousand 

people on State Housing waiting lists. State Parliamentarians from both major parties highlighted the 

Key Start Program. Although considered a good tool, few people were moving out from Keystart homes. 

The Housing Industry Association CEO said HIA Research had found that 41% of the price of a $500,000 

home in WA was a tax fee, charge or levy. Rachel Ong and Gavin Wood (Professor of Housing RMIT 

University) said in a study report that Homelessness numbers remain stubbornly high. Official figures for 

June, 2015 show 154,000 households in Australia on State Housing Authority Waiting lists for Public 

Housing.  
 

 It is likely that this is an under estimation of the need for public housing. When the income rules 

determining eligibility for public housing are looked at there are nearly 900,000 households in 

Australia satisfying these income eligibility criteria. More than two thirds of these households 

(650,000) contain one or more persons who are 65 and over, or have a long term health condition or 

disability or who have children under 15. These people value security of tenure that is typically 

afforded by Public Housing and are unlikely to be able to buy their own home. Nearly one million 

people are in these households. They are ill served by the Australian Housing System.    
 

             Adviser: Janni Goss DISABILITY 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 Blindness Surges Worldwide 

Visual impairment due to diabetic retinopathy (DR) is rising worldwide, and diabetic eye disease 

is now the fifth most common cause of blindness, new research shows.  Data was collected 

from 14 countries in Australasia, Central and Western Europe, North America, the Caribbean, 

Latin America, Oceania, and South, East, and Southeast Asia.  From 1990 to 2010, the number 

of people with DR-induced blindness increased by approximately 27% and the number with      

DR-related visual impairment by 64%.  Unfortunately, diabetic retinopathy usually does not 

have any symptoms in the early stages.  People diagnosed with diabetes should have a dilated 

eye health exam at least every year and be advised by their eye care practitioner for their 

personal situation.  It is imperative to plan and to develop strategies to prevent DR and 

subsequent vision loss.   

Some strategies include: 

o Develop evidence-based, cost-effective DR screening strategies 

o Improve systemic risk-factor control (such as glucose and blood pressure) 

o Increase health education and awareness of the risk of DR-related visual loss 

o Prevent and treat diabetic retinopathy. 
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Prevention and management of diabetes with healthy lifestyle interventions and appropriate 
medication, which help control blood sugar levels, are an essential way of maintaining eye 
health. 
 

 Update on National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) 

Although the Western Australian expansion of the NDIS appears to be on track, a recent report 

in The Weekend Australian claims that there have been major errors which have resulted in 

thousands of people with profound disabilities, who should have gained access to the $22 billion 

NDIS have been ‘lost’ and are uncontactable by states and territories.  The program will miss its 

end-of-year estimate by almost 9,000 people.  State and federal governments were forced to 

meet earlier this year and agree to a ‘revised’ first-quarter estimate in light of a payments system 

crash in July.  The national target of 20,264 plans between July and September was halved to 

10,529, comprising a 50 per cent cut in estimates for every state (but not the Territories), data 

obtained by The Weekend Australian reveals.  It is reported that costs are rising because of a 

higher than expected number of children entering the scheme, package costs growing and fewer 

people leaving the scheme than anticipated.  More than 12,000 children younger than 14 were 

granted access to the scheme in the quarter, almost 90 per cent of whom were aged between 

five and 14.  In the 2015-16 financial year, $60 million more was committed in plans to 

individuals than was budgeted for ($934.3m), though participants did not use all of this money so 

a deficit did not arise. 

 

 Disability and Child Sexual Abuse in Institutional Contexts 

A major report has been published by the University of Sydney.  It says that children and young 

people with disability are often absent in discussions about child sexual abuse as people with 

disability are left out of discussions about violence, abuse and neglect.  This is due in part to 

individuals with disability being excluded from society, hidden away in institutions or in family 

homes, which contributes to community attitudes.  People with disability are taking their rightful 

place as citizens actively contributing to and increasingly benefitting from all that our society has 

to offer.  When children with disability are stereotyped as dependent and passive and unable to 

‘speak up’, they are at heightened vulnerability to being segregated, abused, overlooked and 

not heard.  This commissioned discussion paper set out to provide a reasoned analysis of the 

historical, social and policy context surrounding children with disability and to examine the 

evidence about prevalence and prevention of sexual abuse of children with disability in 

institutional contexts.   

It is argued that we need to put aside the community perception that disability is imbedded 

within the child.  Instead, disability is understood as arising from interactions between individual 

with impairment and the various barriers that may hinder (their) full and effective participation in 

society on an equal basis with others.  Disability should not be considered as only one feature 

and not the defining feature of their everyday lives.  The human rights perspective provides an 

excellent foundation to ensure that children with disability and their rights are more visible and 

to give them the same priority as other children.  This is essential to ensure children with 

disability are safe in institutional contexts in the future. 
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                 Adviser: Dawn Butterworth AO YOUTH  

 Banksia Hill Riot 

On Monday, November 14, the West Australian Newspaper reported a second riot at Banksia 

Detention Centre, resulting in $400,000 of damage, carried out by seven juvenile detainees. The 

Opposition Leader, Mark McGowan claimed that the Barnett Government had created a "crime 

university" by closing the Rangeview Detention Centre for juveniles aged 10-18 years and combining 

them with hardened 20+-year olds at Banksia. Corrective Services Minister, Hon Joe Francis, stated that 

some detainees at Banksia Hill came from dysfunctional backgrounds and were "exceptionally difficult 

to manage." 

On Wednesday 16 November, it was reported that 20% of juvenile offenders were refused parole because 

no responsible adult could be found to give them a safe and stable home. More than 80% were 

Aboriginal and most were boys. This resulted in them having to serve their full sentence behind bars and 

without the conditions such as curfews afforded by parole. To help alleviate the problem, Corrective 

Services will construct two accommodation units outside Banksia Hill to provide temporary homes with 

a full-time carer in each house to ensure that parolees attend school or vocational training, stay off drugs 

and alcohol and comply with all orders imposed by the parole board. (This would appear to be a positive 

move). 

 Youth Unemployment and Predicted Skills Shortage 

Youth unemployment currently stands at 11.4%, while TAFE fees have risen by some 600% over the last 3 

years, making skills training unattractive to many young people from low to middle-income families. At the 

same time, a skills shortage, particularly in the construction industry, has been predicted in the next 

decade due to a huge slump in new construction apprenticeships. Worst  hit are concreting (83% fall) and 

bricklaying (56% fall). 

The peak body Group Training Australia has suggested that the State Government run training centres 

that "pick up apprentices who are let go by an employer and offering training to those wanting to start 

an apprenticeship." Another idea is to offer incentives such as tax benefits to employers who keep 

apprentices on during a downturn. (It has also been suggested that it is time for government, unions and 

employers to cooperate in a proactive plan to ensure skills training, particularly of our youth, in order to 

achieve the best possible outcomes for our society). 
 

 Aboriginal Youth Vandalism in Kalgoorlie-Boulder 

On October 17, the newly refurbished Kalgoorlie-Boulder Community High School was closed after being 

trashed by 4 children aged 10 and 13 years, causing $100,000 damage. The Kalgoorlie-Boulder Mayor,        

John Bowler responded by calling for corporal punishment to be introduced. Subsequently, the Premier and 

Deputy travelled to Kalgoorlie to speak with the community, police and local community. An Aboriginal 

elder has suggested that youth from dysfunctional homes would benefit from a drop-in centre. Certainly, 

centres where children can drop in after school to prepare a snack, receive help with homework, play 

games and engage in constructive activities such as repairing bicycles have proven beneficial. This is 

particularly so where there is input from the police (eg.PCYC), Aboriginal elders and community volunteers, 

resulting in increased self- esteem, self-regulatory behaviour, respect for authority and community 

property and a sense of belonging. 

 

5.
.. 



 

AFFILLIATE NEWS 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

NCWWA AWARD 

       

NCWWA STEM BURSARY  

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING AND MATHMATICS BURSARY 

2017  NCWWA is calling for nominations for the 2017 Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics 

(STEM) Bursary. The Bursary is available to a female student studying a STEM course in Western Australia 

at Year 12, Tafe or University level. Applicants must be Australian citizens and must address the criteria 

listed in the Bursary application form. In awarding the Bursary, NCWWA aims to recognise academic 

excellence and recognise the extent to which studies will benefit women, families and the wider 

community.   

The closing date is:  20 February 2017.    

Details are listed on the STEM Bursary application form which is available on the NCWWA website 

http://www.ncwwa.org.au/main/page_awards__events.htm 

 

 
 

Come and en-JOY 

12 days of 

Christmas 

 

Daily 

Activities 
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ATTENTION ALL MEMBERS!!! 
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Nominations forms for the Paddy Firstenberg Memorial Award  are available by 

contacting NCWWA  President, Robyn Nolan robynmn@bigpond.net.au 0417917294 
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International day of the Girl Child 2016 
 

The following is the focus for the International Day of the Girl Child 2016 
  GIRLS’ PROGRESS = GOALS’ PROGRESS: WHAT COUNTS FOR GIRLS 

 

The world’s 1.1 billion girls are part of a large and vibrant global generation poised to take on the future. Yet the 

ambition for gender equality in the SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS (SDG) highlights the preponderance of 

disadvantage and discrimination borne by girls everywhere on a daily basis. Only through explicit focus on collecting 

and analyzing girl-focused, girl-relevant and sex-disaggregated data, can we adequately measure and understand 

 the opportunities and challenges girls face. 
 

In response, the International Council of Women prepared the 

following statement for the attention of all governments. 

 

 

The International Council of Women is committed to working for the rights of the Girl and in so doing 

supports this  year’s theme, Girl’s Progress = Goal’s Progress: A Global Girl Data Movement, which focuses 

on measuring, understanding and targeting the unique obstacles faced by girls  under eighteen so as to 

achieve the Sustainable Development Goals by 2030  
 

It is the right of all girls, regardless of what walk of life they come from, to be treated with dignity and have 

equal opportunities. It is their right to have the freedom to play and enjoy life as a child, to be free from all 

forms of discrimination and harmful practices, including hard labour from an early age. It is their right to 

live free from fear of all forms of violence, including harassment, sexual violence, early marriage, genital 

mutilation and food taboos. Above all, it is their right to receive an education and freely express views in all 

matters affecting them.  
 

ICW-CIF calls  on Governments not only to ensure they have signed and ratified the Convention on the 

Rights of the Child, the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women and 

the Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, but also to have legislation in place supporting these 

conventions, so that girls are protected and have equality. We strongly recommend governments to follow 

the lead of the European Union in including the rights of the child as a fundamental human right. No girl 

should have to suffer harm from the hands of traffickers, paedophiles and such, who should be punished as 

criminals. They should also have access to good health care, including teen pregnancy and sexually 

transmitted disease.  
 

Governments are urged to ensure that quality education is available for all girls from primary age. Primary 

education opens the world to girls, giving them the opportunity to further education and/or training so 

that girls’ potentials are realized and they go on to take their place in society as equals and to play an 

important part, as women, in shaping their respective communities and countries.  

We strongly urge governments to enhance the gathering of disaggregated data on girls in all areas so that 

they can identify and understand  the plight faced by girls. Based on the data, governments can develop 

gender-sensitive policies, which in turn, allow them to target investment and actions to empowering girls 

to reach their full potential, thereby boosting national capacity. For full implementation of the 2030 

Agenda and, above all, for Human Dignity to be achieved, it is essential for the Girl to be fully integrated 

into society as an equal. For full implementation of the 2030 Agenda and above all, for Human Dignity to 

be achieved, it is essential for the Girl to be fully integrated into society as an equal. 
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NCWWA CHRISTMAS LUNCH 
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