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President’s Message
March 2020
Dear Members
National Council of Women Western Australia
(NCWWA)A is back to work after a break over the
summer holidays. Sadly for many, especially those
in NSW, South Australia and Victoria, it was a
devastating summer with drought, dreadful fires
and more recently floods. Many have experienced
the loss of homes and outbuildings, businesses and
animals. Losses to the Australian agricultural
industry are also significant.
However the
devastation could
have been much
worse. It is, in my
view very
important to
recognise and
thank all
emergency service
personal for the
outstanding job
they did working
extremely long
hours under
sometimes horrific
circumstances.
February has been a very busy month with a
number of roundtables being held. I was invited to
attend the CHIAWA and Shelter WA roundtable
discussion with BOOM Power and Impact
investment Group on options for scaling-up energy
solutions in the WA Community Housing Sector,
through the establishment of a third party entity.

In This Edition

While the roundtable was better
suited to community housing
providers it was a great
opportunity to meet with a
number of business and
community representatives.
The National Women's Alliance eS4W held
roundtables in Perth and Harvey during February
“Boosting Economic Security for all Women living
in Australia”- I had the opportunity to attend the
Perth roundtable. Similar roundtables have been
held in other Australian locations.
I previously had the opportunity to attend a similar
roundtable on the Gold Coast.
International Women's Day (IWD) will be held on
Sunday 8 March 2020. The Department of
Communities is promoting the message of IWD in
the lead up to Sunday 8 March 2020 with the
theme “Generation Equality”. IWD is a global day
celebrating the social economic cultural and
political achievements of women and has an
international theme of “EachforEqual”.
The WA Women's Hall of Fame which was first
established in 2011 in recognition of the Centenary
of International Women’s Day will, this year on
8 March 2020 induct a number of women into the
WA Hall of Fame. To date 198 extraordinary
Western Australian women from Perth and
and regions in WA who have left their mark in the
community have been inducted into the WA
Women’s Hall of Fame
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This year the WA
Women's Hall of
Fame will have a
new exhibition from
local leading women
artists featuring new
and past inductees
celebrating their
inspiring
achievements on
the Yagan Square
Digital Tower and on
exhibition in the
Market Hall.
Changes are now in place for the NCWWA Paddy
Firstenberg Memorial Award and is being run in
conjunction with Girl Guides Australia Western
Australia. From this year the award is for a young
woman in Girl Guides Western Australia who has
demonstrated leadership and commitment to the
empowerment of young women. Applications are
now open and close on 12 Noon 2 June 2020.
The NCWWA Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics (STEM) Bursary Award is still open
and closes on 31 March 2020. An application form
is attached in this Newsletter. Please forward the
application to all who qualify and may be
interested in applying.
The NCWA Mid-Term Conference “Women 2020
and Beyond” Health Housing and Economic
Security is being held 15/16 May 2020 in Adelaide.
The program is still being finalised however the
Friday morning will be NCWA Business with the
public conference being held on Friday afternoon
and Saturday. A Civic Reception will be held on
Friday evening 5.30pm-6.30pm hosted by the Right
Honourable the Lord Mayor of Adelaide Sandy
Verschoor at the Adelaide Town Hall. A “Save the
Date” flyer is attached in the Newsletter.
At the last NCWWA meeting the following
resolution was passed unanimously:
National Council of Women Western Australia
(NCWWA) through National Council of Women
Australia (NCWA) calls on the Federal
Government to investigate through the House of

Representatives Standing Committee of Health,
Aged Care and Sport the over prescribing and
overuse of prescription opioid medications, in
particular medications like endone and
oxycodone.
The resolution will be forwarded to NCWA and
then sent to the Health Minister the Hon Greg
Hunt MP- it is an area of concern raised by a
number of NCWWA members.
There is no doubt in my view that Australia is facing
a legal drug addiction crisis – the number of
powerful opioid medications prescribed by doctors
has increased dramatically in recent years.
Medications like oxycodone, endone, codeine,
fentanyl, and tramadol are being prescribed for
pain conditions in
huge numbers, often
at a high dose and for
extended periods of
time. Sadly the
number of deaths
from legally available
opioid medications
have more than
doubled in a decade
according to the
Australian institute of
Health and Welfare.
“Housing and Homelessness” has become one of
the most important issues of concern in Australia.
The Department of Communities in Western
Australia has issued a 10 year Strategy on
Homelessness 2020-2030.
A one page flyer is attached in this Newsletter.
The House of Representatives Standing Committee
on Social Policy and Legal Affairs will inquire into and
report on “Homelessness in Australia”- NCWWA
welcomes this inquiry and notes the wide ranging
terms of reference. NCWA will be making a
submission to the inquiry. Already in 2020 NCWA has
made submissions to the 2020 Federal Budget, the
Retirement Incomes Review Consultation Paper
2019, Paid Parental Leave Amendment (Flexibility
Measures) Bill 2020 and to the Joint Select
Committee on Australia's the Family Law System.
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(President’s Message continued)

At the February NCWWA meeting Lisa Kasalac Advocacy and Policy Shelter WA gave a very interesting and
informative address on Housing in Western Australia -Lisa spoke about community and public housing along with
crisis accommodation and homelessness. She also spoke about tenancy laws and the vulnerability of park homes.
Holly Masters CEO McGrath Foundation recently visited Western Australia to speak to government about the
critical shortage of McGrath Breast Care nurses in WA – as NCWWA members are aware the McGrath Breast Care
nurses provide invaluable support and care to women and men experiencing breast cancer from diagnosis right
throughout treatment. McGrath Breast Care Nurses are available to help individuals and their families for free with
no referral. Please consider visiting the MCGrath Foundation website and making a donation to this very worthy
organisation- help fund another nurse in Western Australia
NCWWA is holding a Movie Afternoon on Sunday 22 March 2020 “Military Wives”. An invitation to attend the
event is attached in the Newsletter – an acceptance with payment is required to confirm your attendance.
Unfortunately the date for a Movie Afternoon is governed by the release of the movie.
Please support the event.

Robyn Nolan
President NCWWA
robynmn@bigpond.net.au
mob: 0417 917 294

ADVOCACY ACTION FEBRUARY 2020
Resolution
National Council of Women Western Australia (NCWWA) through National Council of Women Australia (NCWA)
calls on the Federal Government to investigate through the House of Representatives Standing Committee of
Health, Aged Care and Sport the overprescribing and overuse of prescription opioid medications, in particular
medications like endone and oxycodone.

AFFILLIATE NEWS

World day of Prayer – focus is on Zimbabwe

Tuesday 11 March 2020

Services will be held at the following locations
•
•

Roman Catholic Church, Mary St Highgate, 10.00am Friday 6 March
St John’s Luteran Church, Aberdeen St Perth: 11.00am Tuesday 11 March

Contributions for newsletter from Affiliate and Associate Members.
NCWWA welcomes contributions from Affiliate and Associate members for the newsletter.
All contributions must be free of spelling mistakes, include Australian statistics which are referenced and
one page in length only. The contribution should be forwarded to the Secretary and President and will be
approved by the NCWWA Executive before being placed in the Newsletter.

Date of next NCWWA GENERAL MEETING
Monday 23 March 2020 at 160 Hay St East Perth - 1.00pm

GUEST SPEAKER Andrea Creado CEO ISHAR Multicultural Women’s Health Services
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SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING & MATHEMATICS BURSARY 2020
Nominations are open for the NCWWA 2020 STEM Bursary. The Bursary is available to a female student
studying a STEM course in Western Australia at a year 12, TAFE or University level. Applicants must be
Australian Citizens.
Two Bursaries will be awarded again in 2020. Applications close Tuesday 31 March 2020.
Each applicant must complete the NCWWA STEM Bursary application form and address the criteria:
• academic excellence
• financial need
• study in a non-traditional area for women
• how studies will benefit women, families and the wider community
Please promote the NCWWA STEM Bursary to all who may be eligible to apply.
An application form is included at the back of this NCWWA Newsletter.

PADDY FIRSTENBERG MEMORIAL AWARD
Changes are now in place for the NCWWA Paddy Firstenberg Memorial Award which is being run in
conjunction with Girl Guides Australia Western Australia. From this year the award is for a young
woman in Girl Guides Western Australia who has demonstrated leadership and commitment to the
empowerment of young women. Applications are now open and close on 12 Noon 2 June 2020.

WEB PAGE

www.ncwwa.org.au
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Western Australian Local Government Women’s Association WA
is an affiliate member of NCWWA
The following is an extract from an article written by Councillor Karen Wheatland,
Melville City Councillor and President of the Local Government Women’s Association
WA, about the Centenary of the first woman to be elected in Local Government in
WA in 1920

Councillor Elizabeth Clapham 1920
2020 celebrates 100 years since the first women was elected to Local
Government or to any tier of government. Councillor Elizabeth Clapham
was the first woman elected to Local Government in 1920, one year
before Edith Cowan was elected to the Legislative Assembly in 1921.
Cr Elizabeth Clapham served one term in the Council,
1920 – 1922. The amendment to the Municipal Corporations Act to
remove the words ‘no female’ from the list of persons excluded from
becoming municipal councillors, allowed this to happen. One year later the passage of the Parliament
(Qualification of Women) Act (1920) entitled women to nominate as candidates for State Parliament.
The Labor Women’s Organisation, (LWO), was formed in 1905 and was becoming a significant influence
for women’s rights at this time. Elizabeth Clapham emerged from this space. With conscription burning a
hole at the heart of society and the emergence of the LWO, Elizabeth Clapham was elected to the
executive of the Women’s Service Guild (WSG) in 1917.
During the 20s and 30s, Elizabeth Clapham continued to be an active supporter of these women’s groups
and it was through the support of the WSG she was elected as the first woman councillor in Western
Australia in 1920, to the Town of Cottesloe. In 1926 she also became the first woman inspector of
Factories; she was a delegate to the International Women’s Suffrage Alliance Congress in Rome in 1923
and represented the WSG at a conference of the British Commonwealth League in London in 1931.
Elizabeth Clapham was from the opposite side of politics to Edith Cowan, being from the Labor
movement, whilst Edith Cowan was a Conservative Nationalist. It was these politics that openly brought
her into conflict with Edith Cowan whilst serving on the executive of the WSG. The reporting of tension
between the parties, indicate a high level of organisation and political involvement from the women,
which potentially was the birthplace of women leaders demanding change in Western Australia.
It is important to note this milestone 100 years on and applaud the election of Cr Elizabeth Clapham.
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National Council of Women Australia
Mid-Term Conference

“Women 2020 and Beyond”

Save the date
Friday 15 – Saturday 16 May 2020
sh

Rydges South Park, 1 South Terrace, Adelaide South Australia
Friday 15 May 2020 morning
Friday 15 May 2020 afternoon
Friday 15 May 2020 late afternoon

-NCWA Business – Resolutions
-Public Conference
-Civic Reception – 5.30p6.30pm

Hosted by the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor of Adelaide Sandy Verschoor

Friday 15 May 2020 evening
Saturday 16 May 2020 morning and afternoon

-Dinner (own arrangements)
-Public Conference
(Conference to conclude by 4.00pm)
Sunday 17 May 2020 free day – a number of optional tours are available.
Conference program, registration cost and details will be available in early 2020
A NCWA Board meeting will be held on Thursday afternoon 14 May 2020 at 3.00pm5.00pm for Board members, at Rydges.
Hotel Accommodation rate is $129 per night if booked 30 days prior to the NCWA
conference date. To make a booking contact 08 8216 0300 and quote ‘NCWA’.
Adelaide has a large selection of hotels and accommodation.
Contact NCWA President Robyn Nolan:

mob: 0417 917 294
email: robynmn@bigpond.net.au

NATIONAL COUNCIL of WOMEN WA Inc.
SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING &
MATHEMATICS BURSARY 2020
CLOSING DATE: 12 NOON on Tuesday 31 March 2020

Nominations are called for the 2020 Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics
(STEM) Bursary available to a female student studying a STEM course in Western Australia
at a Year 12, TAFE or University level. Applicants must be Australian Citizens.
Two Bursaries will be awarded.
The cash amount of:
• $1,200.00 will be presented to the successful applicants
And may be used to support further study:
• Course fees including summer school courses
• Study aids/text books
• Attendance at seminars and/or conferences
• Other – Please outline
Complimentary membership of NCWWA will be provided to bursary winners for one year.
The bursary winners will be announced April/May 2020.
Applicants will be notified of the results by mail after that date.
The decision of the award panel will be final.
All Bursary Recipients are required to report to NCWWA on how the bursary has assisted
their study.
The National Council of Women WA is a voluntary organisation formed in 1911 to advance
the cause of women and the welfare of society. In awarding this Bursary, NCWWA aims to:
• Recognise academic excellence
• Address financial need
• Encourage study in areas non-traditional for women
• Recognise the extent to which studies will benefit women, families and the wider
community.

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN WA Inc.
SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING AND MATHEMATICS BURSARY
NOMINATION FORM
Name of Student: ___________________________________________________________
Postal Address: _____________________________________________________________
Phone: ______________________ Email Address: ________________________________
Nominator: _________________________________Position: _______________________
Postal Address: _____________________________________________________________
Phone: ______________________ Email Address: ________________________________
(Note: The Nominator may be a teacher, lecturer, family member, NGO Organisation)
Study Institution in 2019: ____________________________________________________
Course/Level: ______________________________________________________________
Proposed Study Institution/Course of Study in 2020: ______________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
Bursary will be used to finance: Please tick

Course fees Study Aids Conference/Seminar Attendance Other
Reason for nomination: Add extra pages as needed. Nominators are required to address
the selection criteria of:
•
•
•
•

Academic Excellence
Financial Need
Study in a non-traditional area for women
How studies will benefit women, families and the wider community

Application must be accompanied by a current Curriculum Vitae.
(Supporting documentation including 2 referees and academic results,
including 2019 results is also required).
Completed form and CV should be sent to:
Bursary Panel
National Council of Women WA
P.O. Box 6224
East Perth WA 6892
Closing date for nominations: 12 Noon on Tuesday 31 March 2020
For further information: Contact:
Robyn Nolan, NCWWA President
Mobile
0417 917 294
Email:
robynmn@bigpond.net.au

NATIONAL COUNCIL of WOMEN WESTERN AUSTRALIA

MOVIE AFTERNOON
Sunday 22 March 2020
3.00pm for 3.30pm
Cygnet Theatre – 16 Preston St Como
$20 per person
Raffle prizes
An RSVP with payment is
essential by Monday 16
March 2020 to confirm
attendance-numbers are
limited!

With their partners
away serving in
Afghanistan, a
group of women on
the home front form
a choir and quickly
find themselves at
the centre of a
media sensation
and global
movement. The film
was inspired by the
true story of the
Military Wives
Choirs, a network of
75 choirs in British
Military bases
across the UK and
overseas, featured
in the UK TV Series
The Choir

From the Director
of the Full Monty,
Peter Cattaneo

Starring
Kristin Scott Thomas
Sharon Horgan,
Jason Flemyng

BOOKING FORM
Contact: Robyn Nolan email: robynmn@bigpond.net.au mob: 0417 917 294
Sally Plummer email: plummers@iinet.net.au mob: 0411 868 995

YES

I will be attending the NCWWA Movie Afternoon Sunday 22 March 2020 at 3.00pm

TOTAL AMOUNT:________($20pp)
NAME:_____________________
___________________________
ADDRESS:___________________
___________________________
EMAIL:_____________________
PHONE:____________________

Please indicate the names of your guests

1.______________________
2.____________________________
3.______________________
4.______________________
5.______________________
6.______________________
7.______________________

PAYMENT
 CASH
 BANK TRANSFER
BSB: 066 110 Account number:1015 7530
Acc name: National Council of Women WA
Use your name as your reference

 CHEQUE: payable to:
National Council of Women WA
PO Box 6224, East Perth 6892
I am unable to attend but I wish to

 DONATE Amt $___________

