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President’s Message
April 2018
Dear Members

Further to my report in the March newsletter
regarding the NCWWA Constitution, it has
now been registered and is compliant with
the Incorporation Act 2015. The NCWWA
financial year this year has been extended to
the end of June along with membership
renewals which will now become due on 1
July 2018. Membership renewal notices will
be sent out in late June 2018 for the
2018-2019 membership year.
NCWA recently held a most enjoyable and
successful Garden Party at Government
House in Canberra hosted by Lady Cosgrove
who is Patron of NCWA. The Garden Party
was held just prior to Easter with over 100
women and men in attendance. The weather
for the evening was just perfect and it was a
great opportunity to catch up with many who
attended the NCWA Mid-term Conference
last June. His Excellency General the
Honourable Sir Peter Cosgrove also mingled
with the guests. Sadly I was only joined by
Rita Scolaro from WA however I do
understand as there are significant costs
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involved to travel to Canberra. I was also
invited to meet Lady Cosgrove prior to the
Garden Party along with NCWA President
Barbara Baikie and Kate Wright NCYWA. I
hope a similar event can be held next year.
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l-r Robyn Nolan, President NCWWA,Barbara Baikie President NCWA,
Her Excellency Lady Cosgrove, Kate Wright NCYWA

The Triennial conference program (17,18,19
October 2018) is coming together well. A
small conference committee is in place and at
present we are inviting and confirming
speakers for the conference program. The
time line for resolutions should be available
shortly and hopefully a conference program
will be available in early June.
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2.
Wednesday afternoon has been allocated to
NCWA business (including resolutions) with
Thursday and Friday morning allocated to the
main conference sessions which will also be
open to non-NCWA members. As it is the
Triennial conference the AGM will be held on
Friday afternoon. A conference dinner is also
planned for the Thursday evening.
The NCWA Board is hoping to introduce three
Awards at the Conference. The proposal for
the awards is that each constituent council
nominate a person in each category and then
a small panel will determine the successful
recipients. The proposal is for a Seniors
Award (over 10 years service) an
Encouragement Award (under five years
service) and NCWA Woman Award. I think it
is a great idea however I am keen to hear
your views.
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Government House Garden Party, Canberra

May is shaping up to be another busy month
for me- I have again been invited to visit
Timor-Leste as an International observer for
its forthcoming election-new elections have
been called by President Francisco “Lu Olo”
Guterres in a bid to end a prolonged political
impasse in the tiny country since polls last
year. I am planning to take a backpack with
colouring books, pencils and small fluffy toys
– if anyone has any small good-condition
fluffy toys no longer in use and are happy to
donate them please let me know.

I have also been invited to attend Equality
Rights Alliance (ERA) Annual Members
meeting representing NCWA in Canberra in
late May. NCWA is a member of ERA.
Recently NCWA also joined another of the
women's alliances, Economic Security 4
Women (eS4W). ERA and eS4W are two of
the national women's alliances funded by the
Federal Government through the Office of
Women. ES4W is an alliance of women's
organisations united in the belief that
economic wellbeing and financial security are
essential for women and will enable women
of all ages to have an equal place in society.
I was very pleased to see an announcement
in the media in March regarding a $50 million
early childhood partnership program to
bridge a developmental gap for
disadvantaged children. The partnership
involving the Western Australian
Government, the Telethon Kids Institute and
the Minderoo Foundation is proposed to
commence later this year with four
communities involved, one in metropolitan
Perth, one regional and two remote
communities. After discussions at the last
NCWWA Executive meeting I have written to
the Hon Simone McGurk MLA urging the
Minister to consider Roebourne and
Kununurra as the two remote communities
most in need of such a program.
Currently two in five aboriginal children
arrive at school developmentally delayed.
Given the aboriginal population and the
number of young aboriginal children in both
these remote communities they display high
need for such a program. In my view such a
program could provide generational change
for these young children as opposed to
generation after generation of poor policy
that is always reactive.
Contd over page….

3.
An update regarding the two breast cancer drugs- the CDK inhibitors Palbociclib (Ibrance) and
Ribociclib (Kisqali) being placed on the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme (PBS).
The Pharmaceutical Benefits Advisory Committee (PBAC) has met and approved the two breast
cancer drugs. The announcement was made on 20 April 2018. The approval for the two drugs
now needs to be taken by the Minister for Health to Cabinet for approval. NCWA has written to
the Health Minister requesting that this happen swiftly. I am very hopeful of a positive outcome.

Photo left
The Governor-General,
His Excellency General
the Honourable
Sir Peter Cosgrove AK MC (Retd)
and Rita Scolaro
member of NCWWA
at the Garden Party
Government House Canberra
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Robyn Nolan
robynmn@bigpond.net.au

0417 917 294

NCWWA STEM BURSARY AWARDEES 2018
Congratulation to Laura Harris and Dana McMullen winner and runner up respectively of the
NCWWA 2018 STEM Bursary. Plans are underway for the Hon Simone McGurk MLA to present the
Awards at a Morning Tea at Parliament House.
Laura is studying a Bachelor of Engineering (Honours) at Curtin University majoring in Mechatronic
Engineering after completing Year 12 at Duncraig Senior High School in 2017.
Dana is in her third year of Mechanical Engineering at Curtin University
Both young women will be invited to speak at a NCWWA meeting later in the year.

2018 TRIENNIAL CONFERENCE National Council of Women of Australia (NCWA)
17,18,19 October 2018 QT Hotel 1 London Circuit Canberra.
The NCWA Triennial Conference Committee is currently preparing the Conference
Brochure and Registration form. The Triennial Conference will commence on
Wednesday afternoon (17 October 2018) with a closed session including resolution
discussion. During the Thursday and Friday morning the Conference will be open to
delegates and non-members. Friday afternoon will include the Annual General
Meeting and again will be a session open to members only. A Conference dinner also at the QT
Hotel will be held on Thursday evening.
Speakers already confirmed include the Hon Kelly O'Dwyer MP Minister for Women, the Hon
Sharman Stone, the Australian Ambassador for Women and Girls, Kate Jenkins Sex Discrimination
Commissioner and Phyllis Williams Chairperson HAAG.
At the Mid-Term conference held last June a large contingent of NCWWA delegates attended.
Hopefully the number of delegates will increase for the NCWA Triennial Conference.

4.

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS
February 2018
ECONOMICS AND CONSUMER AFFAIRS
Adviser: Robyn Nolan
Banking Royal Commission: The Banking Royal Commission commenced on Monday (12 February
2018) and already has evidence of homeowners and car owners being ripped off by lenders.
Council Assisting Rowena Orr stated on the first day that of the 380 submissions already received
from the community many were about the law being broken and community expectations not
being met. The first full day of hearings to be held in March would look at issues in the personal
lending area as cases had also raised issues about the falsification of documents and complaints
about mortgages, car loans and credit cards.
Cadbury Caramilk blocks recalled after plastic found in chocolate: According to a recall notice
blocks of the popular chocolate were found to contain “small flexible pieces of food-grade plastic”.
The recall notice is for blocks with best before dates 17/01/2019 and 21/01 2019 only. The
Caramilk 190-gram blocks have been available for sale in Coles, Woolworths, IGA’s in all States
including Western Australia.
Indoor Trampoline Centres land almost 500 children in Emergency Hospital departments over
five years: New figures from the University of Sydney revealed almost 500 children and teens
ended up in hospital emergency departments across three states, Queensland Victoria and
Western Australia from 2012-2017.Some of the incidents have caused permanent and lifelong
disability with almost 20% having spinal cord and head injuries. Child -safety experts said
compulsory regulation of indoor trampoline parks was urgently needed to stop more children
being seriously injured.
NBN Complaints: More and more users of the National Broadband Network (NBN) are unhappy
with their service and are protesting in record numbers. More than 27,000 reports have been
lodged with the Telecommunications Industry Ombudsman(TIO) in the last financial year which is
an increase of over 160 %. According to the annual TIO report, nearly 10,000 homes were left
without useable internet or landline due to the NBN rollout in the 2016-2017 financial year. The
ombudsman said the figures may not be representative of the true scale of the problem as most
complaints were usually resolved by service providers before they reached her office. The
ombudsman believes she has enough powers to deal with the complaints but RMIT Associate
Professor Mark Gregory said consumers ended up in a loop where the NBN, the TIO and the
service providers did not take responsibility. He believes the ombudsman needed powers to
handle complaints where there was a lack of ADSL or NBN infrastructure. Many consumers are
pushed into a black hole with the TIO leaving them hanging. Psychiatrist Dr Kay who runs a Perth
clinic treating mental -health patients both in person and over the internet for those in remote
areas says he got better speeds from the old ADSL than with fibre to the premises. Many other
Perth residents and businesses have contacted TIO with limited success to resolve the problems as
many problems continue to re-occur.

5.

HUMAN RIGHTS & IMPLEMENTATION OF CONVENTIONS
Adviser: Lorraine Finlay
At the beginning of this year Australia commenced its three year term as a Member of the United
Nations Human Rights Committee. Australia has indicated that during our term we will seek to
advance five key areas: gender equality, freedom of expression, good governance and robust
democratic institutions, human rights for indigenous peoples, and strong national human rights
institutions.
Since the start of the year the Federal Government has also indicated that anti-modern slavery
legislation will be introduced into the Australian Parliament this year. This follows a report by the
Joint Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade last year which recommended
establishing a Modern Slavery Act in Australia. This is a problem that has remained hidden in
Australia for too long, and it is particularly pleasing to note that our own NCW(WA) member,
Senator Linda Reynolds, is one of the driving forces behind this initiative.
In terms of human rights within Australia there are a number of ongoing parliamentary inquiries
that are significant both in terms of human rights in Australia, and our implementation of
international human rights conventions. In particular, the Religious Freedom Review being
conducted by an Expert Panel is currently examining whether Australian law adequately protects
the human right to freedom of religion, with public submissions closing yesterday. Another
important inquiry is the examination of the quality of residential aged care in facilities in Australia,
being conducted by the Standing Committee on Health, Aged Care and Sport. The
recommendations arising from both of these inquiries will ultimately have a tangible impact upon
the exercise of human rights in Australia amongst the general community.

NCWWA - ADVOCACY ACTION
SUPERANNUATION
One of the important outcomes from the NCWA Mid-term Conference last year was that the
Federal Government should introduce superannuation reforms to include the removal of the
$450.00 minimum for superannuation to be paid from one employer and legislation for
superannuation to be included in the Government parental leave payment. As you are all aware
the Government to date has not acted on either of these superannuation reforms.
Average lower earnings, time out of the workforce and longer life expectancy are just some of the
reasons women are on the backfoot when it comes to superannuation. In my view superannuation
should be paid on parental leave to ensure it is treated like all other types of leave.
Currently 220,000 people (almost all women) do not receive any superannuation as their earnings
fall below the threshold because often the employment contract is casual or a short term contract.
NCWA must continue to advocate for these important changes to superannuation. At the April
NCWWA meeting I proposed the following resolution which was supported by delegates.
Resolution over page…….

6.
RESOLUTION
NCWWA calls on the Federal Government to remove the $450.00 monthly threshold to ensure
everyone in employment receives some superannuation.
Along with this initiative fees and charges for small amounts of superannuation should be
reviewed in order for people to retain the small superannuation payment and the payment is not
swallowed up in fees and charges.
The resolution will be forwarded to NCWA for further action. This issue must continue to be raised
with the Federal Government.
Robyn Nolan

NCWWA
Date of next General Meeting
Monday 28 May 2018
1.00pm
160 Hay St, East Perth
Guest Speaker

LEANNE BARRON
CEO Starick
Starick is a not-for-profit organisation which provides multi-layered
support services in Perth’s south-east metropolitan area to women
and children experiencing family and domestic violence.

NCWWA FUNDRAISING

FOR SALE

ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS
ORDERS ARE NOW BEING TAKEN
for hard copy or digital copy
Enjoy Hundreds of dollars of benefits

2x Bookcases
120cms long X 90 cms high

REDUCED to $40 each
Excellent condition Metal/Wood
Please phone Helen: 0449 209 461

Delivery of orders will be the at the
May General Meeting Monday 28 May 2018
To place your orders please contact
Daphne Thacker
mob: 0411 705 056
Email: daphne016@bigpond.com

7.

UN International Day of Families 2018
TUESDAY 15 MAY

With the imminence of this UN day of celebration it is relevant the National Council of Women WA
acknowledge the importance of this day. NCWWA includes “families” in the ethos of its objectives
and NCWA has consultative status to the UN. It is appropriate to support the UN in their initiative
to think of those finding it tough to keep their family strong and unified.

The 2018 UN theme for the annual observance of the International Day of Families is,
“Families and inclusive societies” promoting peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development.
The United Nations states that “this annual observance reflects the importance which the international
community attaches to families as basic units of society as well as its concern regarding their situation
around the world. The International Day of Families provides an opportunity to promote awareness of issues
relating to families as well as to promote appropriate action. The Day can become a powerful mobilizing
factor on behalf of families in all countries, which avail themselves of this opportunity and demonstrate
support of family issues appropriate to each society.”
The need exists to promote respect, safety and dignity for everyone forced to flee their homes in search of
a better life. Paying particular attention to the retention and security of the family unit .
Let us all do our part in 2018 on May 15 and remember the many and diverse global family dynamics that
cause upset and heartache to the individual family members.

