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President’s Message
February 2018
Dear Members

I

hope you have all had the opportunity
to enjoy the festive season and January
holidays. It looks like another busy year
ahead for NCWWA with a number of very
important initiatives already in place.
Executive
members
discussing
NCWWA
constitution

Thank you to those who supported the
Christmas gift appeal – it was a great success
and NCWWA and Graduate Women donated
gifts to RUAH and Uniting Care West
Firstly, I am very keen to have NCWWA
support a set of breakthrough Breast Cancer
drugs – the CDK inhibitors ribociclib
(Kasquali) and palbociclib (lbrance) to be
placed on the Pharmaceutical Benefits
Scheme (PBS).
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Currently these two important new drugs
cost about $5000 per month for Australians
to buy - far too much for most people.
Despite many other countries having
subsidised access to these drugs, Australian
women and men with metastatic breast
cancer are still missing out. Israel is the latest
country to subsidise them.
In March this year both drugs will be
assessed for the third time by the
Pharmaceutical Benefits Advisory Committee.
If the Committee approves the drugs it will
then be up to Federal Cabinet to approve the
listing of the two important new drugs.
The Monaleesa-7 trial in pre-menopausal
women with hormone – receptor positive,
HER2-negative advanced breast cancer is the
first dedicated study to show a benefit for a
CDK inhibitors in these patients. There
remains a significant unmet treatment need
in younger women diagnosed with
premenopausal advanced breast cancer.
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I would like NCWWA to immediately write to
NCWA to ask the President, Barbara Baikie,
to meet with the Health Minister the Hon
Greg Hunt MP as soon as possible to
advocate strongly for these two important
breakthrough drugs to be listed on the PBS.
It is not possible to wait until the next
NCWWA meeting to discuss this further- the
timing for this is now urgent. Please advise
me if anyone objects to my course of action.
The NCWWA Constitution must be updated
as a requirement of Western Australian
Incorporations Legislation. There are a
number of additional clauses that are
required to be added to the NCWWA
Constitution. There is also a need to
modernise the Constitution and bring the
NCWWA financial year into line from July to
June. A copy of the updated draft
Constitution is attached at the back of this
Newsletter.

A requirement for any changes
to the Constitution is that it is advertised in
the NCWWA Newsletter for thirty days.
The Constitution will be discussed at the
March NCWWA meeting.
Plans are in place for a Garden Party to be
held at the Governor General’s residence in
Canberra on Wednesday 28 March 2018.
There is no cost to attend. The invitation will
be issued by NCWA Patron Lady Cosgrove. If
you would like to attend please advise me by
16 February 2018.
The NCWA Triennial Conference will be held
in Canberra on 17, 18, 19 October at the QT
Hotel (for those familiar with Canberra
formally the Lakeside Hotel). I do hope WA
will have a large contingent again this year.
Robyn Nolan
Mob: 0417 917 294
robynmn@bigpond.net.au

NCWA success in Advocacy
During 2017 NCWA worked closely with the Federal Government to bring about a number
of changes and reverse a number of poor Government decisions affecting Australian
women.
a) The announcement of the reversal of the funding cut for community legal centres and
b) an announcement regarding a House of Representatives Standing Committee of
Inquiry into Care in Residential Aged Care Facilities
are two examples of success.
Both these issues were taken to NCWA by NCWWA.

Well done NCWWA !
FOR SALE
2x Bookcases
120cms long X 90 cms high
REDUCED to $40 each
Please phone Helen: 0449 209 461

3.

2018
STEM BURSARY
Science-Technology- Engineering-Maths

There is still time
NCWWA is calling for nominations for the 2018 Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics
(STEM) Bursary. The Bursary is available to a female student studying a STEM course in Western
Australia at Year 12, Tafe or University level. Applicants must be Australian citizens and must
address the criteria listed in the Bursary application form. In awarding the Bursary, NCWWA aims
to recognise academic excellence and recognise the extent to which studies will benefit women,
families and the wider community.

The closing date is: 12 noon 26 February 2018
Details are listed on the STEM Bursary application form
which is available on the NCWWA website...

http://www.ncwwa.org.au/main/page_awards__events.html
Further information is available through the NCWWA President: Robyn Nolan 0417 917 294
robynmn@bigpond.net.au

NEWSLETTERS RECEIVED

Lois Stout

Friends of RPH Newsletter
Royal Perth Hospital has its own art collection and Art Curator. The collection, dating back to 1770,
has almost 1200 works scattered about the campus in offices, walk-ways, rest spaces, waiting
areas and other public spaces. It is the oldest hospital collection in Australia and forms part of the
nation's art anthology. The curator and Art Committee acquire new works to keep the collection
relevant and up to date. The curator ensures that many art treasures are in National and State
exhibitions and is at present working on the Sculptural Visions Program for East Perth.
ONE COTA Spring 2017
Thanks to the efforts of the WA Department of Communities, WA is the first state in Australia to
be awarded the status of affiliate member of the World Health Organisation's Global Network for
Age-friendly Cities and Communities.
Crispens Kindergarten
in Papua New Guinea
‘is looking for
donations of
activity material
for 3-8 year olds.Puzzles, Picture books,
stationary and toys.
The kindergarten was an initiative of
OMEPAustralia which NCWWA has helped
in the past.
For more information contact Dawn Butterworth
9319 8591 dawnbut@tpg.com.au

DATE OF NEXT GENERAL MEETING
MONDAY 26 FEBRUARY 2018
160 Hay St, East Perth

1.00pm

Guest speaker
DR GILLIAN BOOTH YUDELMAN
Executive Director
MAITI NEPAL AUSTRALIA
A WA based non-profit organisation focused
on stopping the sex trafficking of girls

4.

MEMBERS MATTERS
BOOK PUBLICATION
NCWWA long term member JANNI GOSS has recently written a book titled
LOVE LAUGHTER and LONGEVITY
The Art and Science of Wellbeing
Janni’s book was published before Christmas and is now ready for circulation.
Janni specialises in Laughter Yoga and is well known as the “Laughter Lady”.
On reading the book I found it extremely interesting, enjoyable and easy to read.
Janni presents many and varied programs on all aspects of this topics as well as presenting
enlightening facts in regard to ageing.
Her message emphasises the point that the reader
can choose a program of most interest to them.
In doing this she offers credible programs from which to choose.
Her consistent message throughout is the importance of Laughter to the wellbeing of all.
I recommend you read Janni’s latest book.
Janni is currently the NCWWA Adviser for Disability and Ageing
More information about Janni and her book can be found on the website
www.lovelaughterandlongevity.com
Merrill Cole - Editor

VALE - PAM RYDER
Sadly Pam Ryder passed away in early January 2018.
Pam made a significant contribution to NCWWA over the years,
particularly in her role as Adviser for Arts/Letters and Music.
Sadly, one year ago Pam resigned from NCWWA due to ill health.
Sincere condolences to her family from the NCWWA President Robyn Nolan
and all NCWWA members

NCWA DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
National Council of Women of Australia will hold a Garden Party hosted by Lady Cosgrove
at Government House Canberra on Wednesday 28 March 2018
Anyone interested in attending the event please contact Robyn Nolan by
Friday 16 February 2018
Mob: 0417 917 294 email: robynmn@bigpond.net.au by
There is no cost for this event
The NCWA Triennial Conference will be held on 17,18,19 October 2018 - in Canberra
Further details will follow at a later date.

National Council of Women Western Australia
2018 Revised Constitution
Below are listed the proposed and necessary changes to the NCWWA Constitution - the NCWWA
Executive has met and agreed the changes with the addition of two further changes listed at the
bottom of the page.
Name and Structure: Add the following two paragraphs:
The National Council of Women of Western Australia is an Association incorporated in Western
Australia under the Associations Incorporation Act 1987
The National Council of Women of Western Australia is listed with the Australian Business Register
and operates with ABN number 51 557 841 678
Goal and Mission: The goal of the Council is to advocate for the advancement of women, their
families and their children. The mission of the Council is the advancement of, their families and the
community
Membership: Add- There shall be four classes of membership. These being:
Cancellation of Membership: Point 2: mistake in current Constitution line 5 should be or not of
Officers of Council: Point 5 including IPP
Executive Committee: Add five (5) members not five (5) from Affiliate membership and three (3)
from Associate Membership. Add one (1) to be the chair of the NCYWWA Sub-Committee
General Meetings of Council: Point one mistake in current Constitution than not that. Point 4 the
Annual General meeting shall be held within four months from the end of June in any one year.
Finance and Audit: Point 1 -financial year shall commence first day of July in any year and close on
the last day of June in the following year.
Register of Names: The Secretary or another person shall keep a register of members and delegates
of the Association in the Registered Office. The register should include nominated postal address,
residential or postal address, email address, information by which contact can be made with the
member.
Disputes and Mediation: The grievance procedure set out in this rule applies under this
Constitution between: 1. A member and another member. 2. A member and Council. The parties to
the dispute must meet and discuss the matter in dispute along with a mediator within fourteen
days (14) days after the dispute comes to the attention of all parties. The meeting to be held in the
presence of a mediator. The mediator to be the Council Counsellor or another mediator appointed
by the Executive who cannot be a party to the dispute. The mediator must not determine the
dispute and the mediation must be confidential and without prejudice. The parties to the dispute
must in good faith, attempt to settle the dispute. If the mediation process does not work the parties
may seek to resolve the dispute at law.
Further Change/Addition from NCWWA Executive:
Goal and Mission: First paragraph should read: The goal of the Council is to advocate for the
advancement of women and their families.
Amendment to the Constitution: Point 1: The Constitution shall not be altered except at the Annual
General Meeting or a special meeting of which at least notice of 30 days shall be given. A copy of
any amendments or changes, after approval by the Executive Committee, shall be sent to members
and published in the Newsletter at least, thirty (30) days prior to the relevant meeting.

National Council of Women of Western Australia Inc.

2018
REVISED
CONSTITUTION

