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President’s Message
March 2017
Dear Members
Congratulations to the NCWWA STEM Bursary
winner Venus Tran and runner up Melinda
Mees. It was great to see
the level of support for the
NCWWA STEM Bursary
this year with a number of
quality applications. The
members of the NCWWA
Bursary panel were in
unanimous in
agreement and in my
view chose two
outstanding young
women.

Robyn Nolan
NCWWA President
with winning bursar
Venus Tran

Thank you to Cr Janet Davidson OAM JP who
hosted the NCWWA Executive and NCWWA Life
members to morning tea along with the two
young women to receive their Awards. It was a
great opportunity to hear a little more about the
two women, their studies and their future plans.

In This Edition

Both Venus and Melinda have become Members
of NCWWA and I am hoping that they will both
become involved in NCYWA. It is planned to
have a formal launch of the NCYWWA in the
coming months.
I have had the opportunity to represent
NCWWA at a number of
member events in the
last few weeks-it was
also an opportunity to
meet a number of
organisation
representatives that, to
date, are not members
of NCWWA. I have a
number of meetings
Robyn Nolan
NCWWA
President
arranged in the next
with runner up bursar
few weeks with
Melinda Mees
representatives from
some of those organisations.
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Plans and the program for the mid-term NCWA
conference to be held on 14,15,16 June 2017 in
Canberra are progressing well and I hope a
program will be available shortly. It is planned
that the Conference will conduct NCWA
business on the Wednesday afternoon and the
Thursday morning and then have a guest
speaker program on the Thursday afternoon and
the Friday. To date speakers include Lady
Cosgrove Patron NCWA, Penny Leemuis a social
activist and housing advocate for older women,
Maree Crabbe, Senator the Hon Michaelia Cash,
Kate Jenkins, Libby Lyons from the Gender
Equality Agency, Linda Burney MP and
Clementine Ford.
A breakfast will also be held in Parliament House
on Thursday 15 June to formally launch the
NCYWA . Senator the Hon Michaelia Cash will
launch the program and the Hon Malcolm
Turnbull MP Prime Minister of Australia has also
been invited. I hope a number of NCWWA
members will attend and support the
conference and the associated events.
Thank you to everyone who attended and
supported the NCWWA IWD lunch which was
held at Burswood on Swan on Tuesday 7 March.

In my view it was a most enjoyable lunch and I
have received a large number of positive
comments about the event.
A reminder that NCWWA membership fees are
now due. This year as well as paying the
membership fee (Affiliate or Associate) it is a
requirement to complete a renewal form. A
form can be downloaded from the website. One
of the most important issues for any
membership-based organisation is to have an
accurate membership data base with correct
contact details. During the last six months i have
become aware that some contact details have
been inaccurate - completion of the renewal
form will alleviate the problem. I thank you for
your patience and understanding regarding this
matter.
I look forward to catching up at the next
NCWWA meeting - an informative guest speaker
program has been put in place - Pip Brennan
Executive Director Health Consumers Council
will speak at the NCWWA Council meeting in
April.

Robyn Nolan
robynmn@bigpond.net.au
0417 917 294
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

AFFILLIATE HISTORY: NO 2

The Perth Diocese of Mother’s Union became an affiliate member during the first year of NCWWA in 1911
The objectives of both organisations overlapped in a number of aspects so that it was reasonable that each
organisation would benefit mutually from an affiliation.

Mission Statement of Mother’s Union
Sharing Christ’s love by encouraging, strengthening and supporting marriage and family life.

3.
Aims and objectives of Mother’s Union






To promote and support married life
To encourage parents in their role to develop the faith of their children
To maintain a worldwide fellowship of Christians united in prayer, worship and service
To promote conditions in society favourable to stable family life and the protection of children
To help those whose family life have met with adversity

From helping people to read in Ethiopa, to knitting tiny garments for prem babies. From parenting programs to
providing home- maker parcels to refugees. From supporting parish Family Workers to running family-related
seminars in t he community. These are just a few of the many projects of MU Australia.
MU is a mission agency of the Anglican Church of Australia and part of the worldwide Mothers Union with links to
83 countries and over four million members who share one heartfelt vision – to bring about a world where God’s
love is shown through prayer and loving respectful and flourishing relationships.

Objectives of NCWWA:




To establish a bond of union between the various affiliated societies
To advance the interests of women and children and of humanity in general
To confer on questions relating to the welfare of the family, the State and the Commonwealth

“The GREAT aim of NCWWA is to weld diversity of interest into unity of purpose and, by its quality of
balanced judgement and numerical strength, be able to make a greater and more effective impression than
any one society acting alone”. (The Spirit Lives On).
In 1916 subjects were discussed at NCWWA which would have been of mutual concern with MU





The sale of intoxicants to boys
The sale of immoral literature and pictures
The passing of anti gambling laws
The introduction of a Referendum Bill on the hours of closing of liquor bars

All are issues during and post world war which had a major effect on the family unit.
Ten years later, in 1926, NCWWA put forward the following recommendation to federal and state governments
which again, would have been of mutual concern with MU.
A state censorship board, which included women, be appointed to deal with indecent literature and images
depicting violence of all kinds.
In the 1980s MU and NCWWA addressed issues raised by the IVF program.
Paddy Firstenberg was Health Adviser NCWWA at the time.
MU was requested to set up a committee to investigate the IVF program from a Christian perspective.
“How donor sperm could be incorporated in IVF and what responsibilities donors had”.
MU findings influenced the outcome and two of their recommendations were accepted for legislation.
Another project close to the heart of all NCWWA members was the “Sexualisation of children”. Dressing
little girls like models, for example. In the process MU was asked to give a statement to CHOGM in Perth 2011.
Dr Dawn Butterworth was the NCWWA President at the time.
NCWWA values the long standing commitment from the Perth Diocese of Mother’s Union
Australia and to the successful outcomes which have been of benefit to women and
families since 1911
Thanks to :Maryon Goode MU delegate to NCWWA : Lois McGrath MU Secretary : Marion Ward NCWWA Archivist: NCWWA history The Spirit Lives On

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS
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From February 2017
The following reports on Habitat and Ageing were tabled at the first Standing Committee
meeting in February 2017 prior to the recent Western Australia State election.

HABITAT

Adviser: Laurel Pearce

FIRST HOME BUYERS GRANT
The first home buyers grant has been increased by $5000 to $15000 for 12 months from 1 January 2017.
The metropolitan income limit for Keystart loans has increased by $20,000. First homebuyers who
purchase vacant land to build their home will continue to pay no duty on purchases up to $300000 and
pay a reduced amount of duty on land up to $400,000. Those buying an established home or newly
constructed home pay no duty on homes up to $430,000 and reduced transfer duty on homes up to
$530,000. The boost will apply to new homes up to the value of $750,000or up to $1 million if the home
is north of Shark Bay. The property price cap in the Pilbara and Kimberly will rise from $500,000 to
$650,000 for Key Start borrowers. An extra 650 first home buyers are expected to buy their first home
and about 2000 new construction jobs are expected.

MORE BEDS FOR THE HOMELESS
The Salvation Army Beacon program has received Govt. funding enabling them to provide 25 more beds
for the homeless and to increase their casework services.

OLDER VOTERS
This is covered in the report for AGEING, but I would like to highlight seniors concerns about affordable
and right sized housing and the rapidly increasing cost of living. Many quote State Government Stamp
Duty as a big barrier which reduces their ability to secure the right kind of home .They also struggle with
the high cost of living which includes increasing utility bills.

CLOSE THE GAP REPORT
The Close the Gap Report for 2017 has been released. The report found that change was happening and
successes were being achieved but overall progress was too slow. Only one of seven targets, Year 12
attainment, is on track to be met. The proportion of indigenous 20-24 year olds who had achieved Year
12 or equivalent increased from 45.4% in 2008 to 61.5% in 2014/2015.
Indigenous leaders state a new direction is needed, more consultation with communities and giving
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people greater control over their destinies.
WA Greens Senator Rachel Siewert has written to Mr. Turnbull urging him to implement targets to cut
indigenous jail rates.
Amnesty International Australia is concerned that children are over represented in every Australian
State and Territory’s Youth Justice System. They state that we need a plan to support kids and
indigenous led programs. They propose a plan of action that includes: Justice targets as part of Closing
the Gap Framework: More support for indigenous led prevention, diversion and rehabilitation programs
and raising the age of criminal responsibility to at least 12.
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This ensures children who are detained as a last resort are protected from harm by ratifying the Optional
Protocol to the Convention against Torture. They suggest the Council of Australian Governments (COAG)
meeting is an opportunity for our heads of state to agree on this plan of action and urge the public to
write to their leaders urging them to agree on a plan for reducing indigenous imprisonment rates.

AGEING

Adviser: Janni Goss

OLDER VOTERS IN THE WA STATE ELECTION
According to Council on the Ageing (COTA), one in three voters will be over the age of 60 at the State
Election. Older Western Australians are an increasingly powerful voice politically and are likely to decide
the outcome of the election. According to Mark Teale, COTA WA CEO, “We know that older voters feel
that they have been forgotten. COTA WA is asking all parties to commit to measures that respond to the
critical issues facing older Western Australians.” “The top five election issues for older Western
Australians are: having a voice that is heard; the need for safe, age-friendly communities; affordable and
right-sized housing; cost of living; and access to quality health services. Almost 80% of people are
worried about the increasing cost of living, including the cost of utilities. Personal safety, policing and
crime are also big concerns. Another key issue is the barrier to appropriate housing, with many citing
State Government Stamp Duty as a major factor which reduces their ability to secure the right kind of
home. Over half of the people surveyed are worried about health services in WA, including mental
health and want significant improvements to hospitals and an expansion of community nursing to better
meet the needs of older Western Australians.

DEBATE OVER FUTILE CARE
Doctors in our hospitals are increasingly having to make decisions for patients referred to as borderline.
Doctors have to decide when, “enough is enough” – if the chances of medical intervention such as
surgery being of benefit are so poor that it becomes futile care. The WA Audit of Surgical Mortality
(WAASM) has found an increasing number of the patients it studies never had surgery because of an
active decision not to operate. Hospitals were admitting more elderly and frail patients with an
uncertain outcome. They often had a borderline chance of survival, and even then only after protracted
and uncomfortable treatment. Consultant Neurosurgeon, Stephen Honeybul, says it is crucial to
consider the long-term outcome of patients who might have life-saving surgery but be left with an
unacceptable level of disabilities. Dr Patterson, at a WAASM symposium, believes more doctors should
be upfront with borderline patients and their families before surgery and other invasive treatments.

AGED CARE HOMES URGED TO GET HAPPIER
Australia’s Aged Care homes will face a Baby Boomer backlash unless they become happier places to
live, a researcher has warned. Associate Professor Evonne Miller of Queensland University of
Technology (QUT) said that up to half the number of people in aged care suffered depression and the
coming surge in residents born after 1945 was likely to make homes even less happy. People now aged
between 53 and 71 were much more demanding than seniors born before World War II and posed a
major challenge for aged care providers. “Baby Boomers are already entering aged care but their
numbers are set to boom in the next decade,” she said. “They expect more from ageing than

6.
previous generations. They are used to pushing boundaries, demanding what they want and they will
not change simply because they are in aged care.” She found that the average rate of depression among
the residents was lowered by around 10 per cent by strong relationships between residents, clients and
staff, which made life more meaningful and enjoyable for those living there. Staff were encouraged to
take time to chat, embrace and joke with residents, not just provide physical care for them. “With the
number of Baby Boomer residents set to rise, aged care homes and services need to place as much
emphasis on mental health and building happiness as they do on physical health,” Associate Professor
Miller said.

ALZHEIMER’S WA – WELLBEING MATTERS
At the invitation of Alzheimer’s WA, a series of workshops – Wellbeing Matters – is being conducted.
The participants are people living with memory loss and their carers, people with early onset dementia
and carers of people with more advanced dementia. An evaluation is conducted after each presentation
and it is hoped that this data can be presented at a National Gerontology Conference in Perth in
November 2017.

DATE OF NEXT GENERAL MEETING

Monday 24 April 1.00pm
Rod Evans Community Centre
160 Hay St East Perth
Guest Speaker

Pip Brennan

Executive Director Health Consumers Council

www.ncwwa.org.au

STEM BURSARY WINNERS
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Congratulations to winning bursar Venus Tran
Venus is in her final year, studying Master of Chemical Engineering
at the University of Western Australia

Congratulations to runner up bursar Melinda Mees
Melissa is in her first year, studying Mining Engineering at Curtin University

The presentation of the NCWWA Science Technology Engineering and Mathmatics (STEM)
bursary awards was held in Council House Perth on Wednesday 22 March 2017 .
Councillor Janet Davidson OAM JP and Vice Patron of NCWWA was host of the event.
Venus and Melinda, met Life Members and Executive Members and reported on
their personal commitment to the choice of engineering as a career.

Venus with Life Member
Professor Lesley Cala
Winner of STEM Bursary Venus Tran (r)
Runner up Melinda Mees (l)

Bursars with (l-r) Councillor Janet Davidson OAM JP
NCWWA President, Robyn Nolan
and Dr Dawn Butterworth

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY LUNCHEON

8.
..

The International Women's Day luncheon held at Burswood on Swan was a wonderful event in absolutely
beautiful surroundings with magnificent food and service. Tuesday 7 March, was a very hot autumn day.
Her Excellency The Honourable Kerry Sanderson AC Governor of Western Australia was an inspirational
speaker highlighting issues regarding aboriginal women and their families as well as areas where gender
inequality remains today. Particularly, in areas which have become evident to Her Excellency during her
role as Governor.

The view from
BURSWOOD ON SWAN
on a very hot day

