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Dear members
The Hon Kim Beazley AC Governor of Western
Australia has now accepted the NCWWA
invitation for him to become Patron of the
NCWWA. The Governor attends many functions
and ceremonies throughout the State and while
patronage organisations may invite the Governor
to attend significant events it is likely the
Governor may only be available to attend one
event or function during the term of patronage
and does not attend annual general meetings. At
this time it is hoped that such an NCWWA event
will be held later in the year to have him meet
NCWWA members.
I recently met with Holly Masters CEO McGrath
Foundation and presented a small donation to
the Foundation from NCWWA. While the
McGrath Foundation has a number of Breast Care
nurses in Perth and the WA regions there is dire
need for additional nurses and I am working
closely with Holly to try and obtain additional
funding and/or sponsorship to enable this to
happen. The work done by the breast care nurses
is outstanding and really does help women and
men with breast cancer navigate the often
daunting journey

In This Edition

I recently attended the Equality Rights Alliance
(ERA) Members meeting in Sydney held over two
days. The two days included discussion about a
range of issues including the ERA work plan 20192020.The priority areas set out in year one of the
three year plan were:
 Bringing the diversity of women's voices
to develop and resource policies and
processes that will achieve equality for
women
 Housing that meets the needs of women
 Women's health and wellbeing
 Economic policy and structures that meet
the needs of women
 Development of an international agenda
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In my view there is still much work that needs to
be done in the housing space especially for older
women. While the National Older Women's
Housing and Homelessness Working Group paper
“Retiring into Poverty-a National Plan for Change:
Increasing Housing Security for Older Women”
contains a number of recommendations I am not
sure if consultations were undertaken with civil
society across all states, ACT and the Northern
Territory. This important issue cannot be
addressed with a one size fits all approach as
there are very different issues in many locations
across Australia especially in regional rural and
remote communities.
For older women, an increase in adequate stock
alone will not resolve the issue. The numbers of
single women are increasing, women are more
likely to be on
lower incomes
and have fewer
financial
resources than
men, older
women are more
likely than older
men to have no superannuation coverage at all
with older women already disproportionately
represented in public and community housing.
Another area that needs to be urgently addressed
is the National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS)
It is my understanding that more than 250,000
Australians are now receiving support under the
scheme and while the scheme is available to
people with a disability across New South Wales,
Queensland, Victoria, South Australia Tasmania
and the ACT, the roll-out is still ongoing in
Western Australia and the Northern Territory.
It is pleasing to see a dedicated Minister with
responsibility for the NDIS. The Hon Stuart Robert
MP will address a number of significant
implementation issues which must be sorted out
quickly.

The new CEO Christine Allen COTA Western
Australia was the guest speaker at the May
Council meeting. Christine spoke about a number
of initiatives including holding a number of
Cybercrime forums and the planned COTA
Connections -talking with older Australians about
their lives and the challenges, which will be the
subject of a series of focus groups over the next
few months. Christine also spoke about the work
of the COTA policy team. The team continues to
work towards better health outcomes, affordable
and suitable housing and employment options for
older people.
Congratulations to Senator the Hon Marise Payne
who has become Minister for Women in the
recently re-elected Coalition Government.
Congratulations to Senator the Hon Linda
Reynolds on her appointment as Minister for
Defence Linda is a member of NCWWA. I am
delighted to see the Hon Michael Sukkar MP as
Minister for Housing, Luke Howarth MP Assistant
Minister for Community Housing, Homelessness
and Community Services, Senator the Hon Anne
Ruston Minister for Family and Social Services
and Senator Jane Hume Assistant Minister for
Superannuation, Financial Services and Financial
Technology. Many of the senior Cabinet positions
remain the same including Health, Education,
Foreign Affairs, Trade, Treasurer and Finance.
Details of the full Ministry are available on the
website

.

3.

Nominations have opened for the Paddy
Firstenberg Memorial Award – an NCWWA award
for women from industry, business or community
service who have demonstrated leadership,
exemplary achievement and outstanding
contribution to the advancement of women. The
closing date for applications is 12 noon Monday
29 July 2019. This award honours the memory of
Paddy Firstenberg who constantly sought to
empower women. As State Commissioner of the
Girl Guide Association, Paddy Firstenberg
provided exemplary leadership to hundreds of
women and girls. Nominations are required to
address the selection criteria of:
 demonstrated leadership ability
 service as a role model or mentor
 commitment to the empowerment of
women
 how the business, industry or community
has benefited from the nominee's
contribution
The Workforce Gender Equality Agency has now
been collecting data for five years. The data
shows a downward trend of the gender pay gap,
increased employer commitment to flexible work
and greater representation of women in
leadership. However access to parental leave is
not improving and there has been very little
movement in gender segregation across
Australian industries over the past five years.
Women are also still hitting the glass ceiling at
CEO and board level with only a 1.4pp increase in
the number of female CEO's over the last five
years.

Plans are underway for a NCWWA “ Movie
Afternoon” to be held on Sunday 30 June 2019
at 3.00 pm at the Cygnet Theatre Como.
It is a fundraising event and I would be grateful if
you could encourage family and friends to come
along with you to see the Movie
“Yesterday”- a struggling musician realises he’s
the only person on Earth who can remember the
Beatles after waking up in an alternate timeline
where they never existedstarring Himesh Patel,Lily James, Kate McKinnon
and Ed Sheeran. An invitation is attached within
this Newsletter- an RSVP with payment is
essential to confirm your attendance.
Payment details are included on the invitation.

Robyn Nolan
President NCWWA
Ph: 0417 917 294
Email: robynmn@bigpond.net.au

ANZAC DAY 2019
NCWWA again this year participated in the City
of South Perth RSL Sub Branch Anzac Day Service.
A floral tribute was layed and NCWWA was included
in the program of events. Thank you to NCWWA
member Cecilia Brooke for organising the floral
tribute and attending the event
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ADVOCACY ACTION
Resolution:
NCWWA calls on the Federal Government through NCWA to introduce an amendment to the
Commonwealth Electoral Act 1918 and the Referendum (Machinery Provisions) Act 1984 to support
recommendation 12 from the “Report on the conduct of the 2016 federal election and matters
related thereto”.
Recommendation 12:
The Committee recommends that the Commonwealth Electoral Act 1918 and the Referendum
(Machinery Provisions) Act 1984 be amended to require that:
 voters must present a form of acceptable identification to be issued with an ordinary pre-poll
or election day vote. Authorised identification must be suitably broad so as to not actively prevent
electors from casting an ordinary ballot.
Examples of acceptable identification would include:
-photographic ID such as drivers licence, passport, or proof of age card
-government issued identification such as Medicare card, senior’s card or concession card
-proof of address such as an account from a utility provider, taxation notice of assessment or Australian
Electoral Commission issued voter registration letter.
 where voters cannot provide acceptable identification they must be issued with a
declaration vote

Rationale:
There is now an escalation of support and acceptance both within the Australian community and
internationally for the introduction of voter identification. Identification is needed for a range of
everyday activities in Australia including collecting a parcel from the Post Office. While voter ID
will not prevent a voter voting more than once it will in fact discourage such attempts.
Many democracies around the world including India and Canada require voter ID (allowing a number
of forms of ID) when a person is voting. A number of American States also require Voter ID while
many nations Spain, Greece, France, Malta, Belgium, Italy, Timor-Leste provide national identity
documents to their citizens. In many cases these documents are used for many purposes including
travel, banking, and healthcare access as well as voting.
Voter ID will bring confidence to the system in respect to the identity of the person voting and deliver
a robust basis for strengthening the democratic process and the sanctity of the ballot.

FOR YOUR INFORMATION
ScamNet
Scams, ripoffs and frauds are becoming more and more commonplace.
To report a Scam Contact:

WA ScamNet
Consumer Protection
Reply Paid 64772
Locked Bag 14
Cloisters Square WA 6850
Telephone: 1300 304 054
Email: wascamnet@adirs.wa.gov.au
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STANDING COMMITTEE ISSUES
EDUCATION: Adviser: D Thacker



Naplan Computer Issues
Fear of school attendance
“Phobia”

MEDIA: Adviser: G Roderick



Unprecedented outbreak of
Scams Australia wide
Fake News Tests

CHILD and FAMILY: Adviser: D Lyra




WA Commissioner of Children
Report- “Improving the Odds”
Family Law System
Meth Action Taskforce Report

YOUTH: Adviser: D Butterworth



Mandatory Reporting of Child
Sexual Abuse
Youth unemployment in WA
(15-24 year olds)

FUNDRAISING
ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS ARE NOW AVAILABLE:
Get access to hundreds of valuable offers for everything you love
to do and support National Council of Women WA at the same time
Cost of the book either digital or hard copy $70.00
For more information or enquiries, please contact
Daphne Thacker on 0411 705 056 email daphne016@bigpond.com

NCWWA
Date of next General Meeting
Monday 24 June
160 Hay St East Perth

1.00pm
Guest Speaker

Leonie Noble
President
National
Rural Women’s Coalition

WEB PAGE

www.ncwwa.org.
au

PADDY FIRSTENBERG MEMORIAL AWARD
Closing date: 12 Noon on Monday 29 July 2019.

Nominations are called for the 2019 Paddy Firstenberg Memorial Award from women in
industry, business or community service who have demonstrated leadership, exemplary
achievement and outstanding contribution to the advancement of women.




The awardees will be announced in August 2019.
The applicants will be notified of results by mail after that date.
The decision of the award panel will be final.

The awardee will be recognised and presented with their award at the NCWWA Event.
They will also be granted one year’s complimentary membership of NCWWA.
(*Current Affiliate delegates and Associate members of NCWWA are ineligible to apply.)

Paddy Firstenberg MBE, OAM (1920 – 2015)
This award honours the memory of Paddy Firstenberg who constantly sought to empower
women. As State Commissioner of the Girl Guides Association, Paddy Firstenberg provided
exemplary leadership to hundreds of women and girls. Her dedicated mentoring, advocacy and
service to women was continued in NCWWA as she served as Secretary for one term and
President for two terms. As Health Advisor on the Standing Committees for many years, Paddy
developed many resolutions and submissions to government on issues affecting women.

National Council of Women Western Australia
National Council of Women Western Australia
PADDY FIRSTENBERG MEMORIAL AWARD
Nomination Form
Name of Applicant: ______________________________Position: _____________________
Mail Address: _______________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
Phone: _________________________ Email Address: ______________________________
Name of Nominator: _____________________________Position: _____________________
Postal Address: ______________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
Phone: _________________________ Email Address: ______________________________
Category of Award (Please tick):
Industry

Business

Community Service

Reason for nomination (add extra pages as required). Nominations are required to address the
selection criteria of:
 Demonstrated leadership ability
 Service as a role model or mentor
 Commitment to the empowerment of women
 How the business, industry or community has benefitted from the nominee’s contribution
(Selection criteria must be addressed)
Completed forms should be sent to: Paddy Firstenberg Memorial Award
National Council of Women WA
PO Box 6224
East Perth WA 6892
For further information, please contact: NCWWA President Robyn Nolan
Mobile: 0417 917 294
Email: robynmn@bigpond.net.au

NATIONAL COUNCIL of WOMEN WESTERN AUSTRALIA
is holding a Movie Afternoon
Sunday 30 June 2019
3.00pm
Cygnet Theatre -16 Preston St Como
$20 per person

An RSVP with
Payment by
Mon 24 June
is essential to
confirm your
attendance

Yesterday everyone
knew the Beatles
Today only Jack
remembers their songs
He is about to become a
very big deal

Starring: Himesh Patel, Lily James, Kate McKinnon, Ed Shirran

BOOKING FORM
Contact: Sally Plummer email: plummers@iinet.net.au mob: 0411 868 995
YES

I will be attending the NCWWA Movie Afternoon Sunday 30 June 2019 at 3.00pm

TOTAL AMOUNT___________($20pp)

Please indicate the names of your guests

1.______________________
2.____________________________
_________________________ 3.______________________
ADDRESS:_______________________ 4.______________________
_________________________ 5.______________________
_________________________ 6.______________________
EMAIL:__________________________ 7.______________________
PHONE:_________________________ 8.______________________
NAME: _________________________

Payment by:
CASH
BANK TRANSFER
BSB: 066 110 Account number:1015 7530
Acc name National Council of Women WA

Use your name as your reference
CHEQUE: payable to:
National Council of Women WA
PO Box 6224, East Perth 6892

I am unable to attend but I wish to
DONATE Amt $___________

