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Dear Members, 
 

ince the last National Council of 

Women (WA) general meeting I 

have continued to make contact 

with a number of the NCWWA Affiliate 

membership organisations. I have met 

with a number of Presidents and 

delegates to better understand their 

organisation and their expectation from 

NCWWA. I am keen to meet with all the 

NCWWA Affiliate member organisations 

so that NCWWA can continue to strongly 

advocate for the advancement of women 

and the welfare of society. It is a role of 

NCWWA to provide a link between the 

many and varied voluntary, not-for-profit 

and community organisations where 

matters of common interest arise. 

 

I have visited Parkerville Children and 

Youth Care at the invitation of Jo Collins 

who spoke at the NCWWA September 

meeting to better understand the issues 

surrounding the “Out of Home Care” State 

Government reforms. The issues are many  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and complex and include the need for 

“Corporate Parenting”  Legislation and the  

issues surrounding taxation implications 

for Foster Carers and the leaving care age. 
 

Along with Janni 

Goss, the NCWWA 

Aging Advisor I 

have met with 

Rhonda Parker 

CEO of Alzheimer’s 

Australia WA who 
expressed her  

concern about the 

lack of respite care 

available for carers 

not only for people with Alzheimers but for 

our frail aged living at home. As we are all 

aware very often it is the women with the 

primary care responsibility. 
 

Recently I attended the Bankwest 

Economics Centre launch - “Back to the 

Future: Western Australia’s economic 

future after the boom”- the report 

examines the extent to which WA’s  

 

 

 

 

S 

  

   

PATRON: Hon Kerry Sanderson AC   VICE PATRON: Janet Davidson OAM JP    PRESIDENT: Robyn Nolan    SECRETARY: Helen McDonagh     TREASURER: Sally Warner 

                                                              
 Rod Evans Community Centre                        160 Hay St East Perth WA     PO Box 6223 GPO East Perth 6004 

Phone 9325 8897    email: ncwwa@iinet.net.au    website: www.ncwwa.org.au 

 

     Page 1-2 President’s Message     
      Page 2 -4 Standing Committee Reports  

                                        Page 4   Message to Affiliate Members 
       Page 5  UN International Dates  

Page 6   Christmas Luncheon 
Page 7  Breast Screen WA Breakfast 

      

 

In This Edition 

mailto:ncwwa@iinet.net.au
http://www.ncwwa.org.au/


 (Presidents Report contd) 

 

economic position has shifted in recent years. 

The panelists were Sue Ash AO Uniting Care West, Vanessa Guthrie, Managing Director and CEO of 

Toro Energy limited and John Nicolaou Executive Director of ACIL Allen Consulting. It is a very 

interesting and thought provoking report with some interesting data and statistics, some relating to 

women in the workforce in Western Australia. 

 

In support of BreastScreen WA I, along with a number of NCWWA Executive members, 

attended the WA Pink Ribbon Breakfast. The guest speaker at the breakfast was Patricia 

(Paddi) Creevey OAM and the entertainment was provided by the Free Spirit Gypsies, a 

Gypsy Caravan Bellydance Performance Troupe from the Free Spirit Dance Community Inc in 

Fremantle. 

 

For anyone with an interest in Japan, the 20th Japanese Film Festival 2016 is scheduled for 

2-6 November at Hoyts Carousel Cannington featuring Japan’s recently released films with a 

Culture day being held on 5 November 2016.  

 

As you are all aware and advertised in this newsletter the NCWWA Christmas lunch will be 

held on Monday 28 November at the Rod Evans Community Centre. The special guest 

speaker at the lunch is Tress Walmsley, the CEO of Intergrain and the 2015 RIRDC Western 

Australian Rural Woman. Tress will speak about her project “oodles of noodles”. A project 

developed to increase demand for the WA grown wheat used to make udon noodles. I hope 

you can join us at the Christmas lunch. 

 
Robyn Nolan 
robynmn@bigpond.net.au 
0417 917 294

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 

August 2016 

 

        

ARTS                                  Adviser: Pam Ryder   

 

This report coincidentally features various art awards, and shows also the rich variety of themes  

and media that are covered in the arts. 
 

 It is always good to have confirmation that activity in the arts is not restricted to major cities and 

the recent Cossack Art Award is an example of this.  This award has been presented in the 

historic port settlement in the Pilbara for 24 years, and is Australia’s richest regional art prize.  

This year’s main winner was Yallingup artist Mary-Lynne Stratton who won the best overall 

artwork prize for Radiant Mirage, her abstract Pilbara landscape painting in oils, beeswax and 

pigments. 
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 Art awards, of course, come in many different categories and a variety of media.  An example of 

this is the Mandoria Art Award, Australia’s most significant Christian-themed art prize, presented 

this year in Perth.  This year’s main winner was a bread basket woven from pages of the Bible, 

Sydney artist Megan Roberts’ representation of the “Word Made Flesh”.  WA artist Camilla 

Loveridge received a $5,000 award for her highly commended work Over Jerusalem. 

 

  Following the awards theme, WA did well in the recent Helpmann awards.  Perth-raised Tim 

Minchin’s Matilda The Musical broke every record by winning all of the 13 categories in which it 

was nominated,  Perth’s Barking Gecko Theatre Company won the Best Presentation for Children 

award with Bambert’s Book of Lost Stories, and James Millar, a WAAPA graduate, won the best 

actor in a musical award for his role as headmistress Miss Trunchbull in Matilda The Musical. 

 

 The winners in WA’s richest portrait prize, the Black Swan Prize for Portraiture, will be 

announced in October and a preliminary selection of 40 paintings has already been made from 

the record 484 entries.  A variety of faces have been portrayed, including Spudshed’s Tony 

Galati, Antarctic explorer Syd Kirkby, poet Les Murray, writer Thomas Keneally, comic Ben Elton 

and artist Judy Cassab. 

 

 

NUTRITION    Adviser: Joan Shenton  
   

A few years ago NCWWA discussed food labelling and country of origin quite deeply over a long 

period mostly generated by Joy Sands. We were partly rewarded when legislation was passed 

with fruit and vegetables in particular having to be labelled from whence they came. Whilst 

food, especially processed, just says either mostly produced, partly produced, % produced in 

Australia. 

It was reported in the "Sunday Times" of June 12th this year that a "new food labelling system 

launches across Australia on July 1st and that these new labels are a positive step forward, these 

labels reveal how much of their product is made and sourced within Australia". 

We will see labels with a kangaroo symbol next to a bar chart indicating the percentage of Australian 

ingredients. 

 

This seems to me a no change, a no move forward and is similar to rules already in situ prior to 

July 1st If the label tells us that 40% of the ingredients comes from Australia, consumers will want 

to know where the other 60% is coming from. Also who will monitor that the claims are 

truthful? Research has shown that food fraud is commonplace and that a third of what we put in our 

shopping basket is not what it claims to be. 
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(Standing Committee Reports contd.) 

 

A case in point is that prawns reported to have come from Indonesia were examined were found to 

exhibit the environmental signature of having been grown in the cooling water of a nuclear power 

station, but as Indonesia does not have a nuclear station they obviously are not grown there. 

These prawns were not toxic, and caused no dietary problems but were wrongly labelled re 

the country of origin. 

 

Recently launched, was a company called Source Certain International based in Bibra Lake to 

lead the fightback against food fraud globally, they use their technology to determine a unique 

trace element fingerprint from food samples to determine their origin and pinpoint where in the 

world the ingredients come from. 

Jamie Oliver has launched a global petition calling for compulsory food education in schools. 

in an attempt to hopefully stem the food crisis of obesity he launched "10 meals to Save Your 

Life", an initiative that can be viewed, by downloading the following link. 

     

http://www.jamieoliver.com/forum/viewtopic.php?pid=520154 

 

 

 

 

 

MESSAGE TO AFFILLIATE MEMBERS  

 

 

 

It would be greatly appreciated if the administrators of your corporate facebook page would 

“like” the National Council of Women WA Facebook page. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/National-Council-of-Women-WA-397662833644060/ 
 

The aim of NCWWA facebook is to be able communicate with you all quickly and regularly and to keep 

you informed of updates and NCWWA events of importance to your organization. 

This page is a secure “corporate” page which means it is not likely to be linked to undesirable 

contacts. However the benefits would not be available to you unless you press  ”like” when you  

visit the site. 

Many thanks, 

 

Merrill Cole  

Newsletter editor  

Communications NCWWA        
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                                      25 November 2016 

 

International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women 
 

 Violence against women is a human rights violation 

 Violence against women is a consequence of discrimination against women, in law and also in 

practice, and of persisting inequalities between men and women 
 

 Violence against women impacts on, and impedes, progress in many areas, including poverty 

eradication, combating HIV/AIDS, and peace and security 

 

 Violence against women and girls is not inevitable. Prevention is possible and essential 
 

 Violence against women continues to be a global pandemic 

 

 

 

 

 

10 December 2016 

                International Human Rights Day 

       Stand up for someone's rights! 

Human Rights Day is observed every year on 10 December. It commemorates the day on which, 

in 1948, the United Nations General Assembly adopted the Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights. In 1950, the Assembly passed resolution 423 (V), inviting all States and interested 

organizations to observe 10 December of each year as Human Rights Day. 

This year, Human Rights Day calls on everyone to stand up for someone's rights! It is everyone's 

responsibility to uphold human rights. Every one of us should take a stand. Step forward and 

defend the rights of a refugee or migrant, a person with disabilities, an LGBT person, a woman, 

an indigenous person, a child, a person of African descent, or anyone else at risk of 

discrimination or violence. 

 

NCWA, National Council of Women Australia, is an affiliate member of the  

ICW, International Council of Women, which has general Consultative Status 

 in the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations. 
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Photo UNICEF/ANMAR 

Ikhlas 6, fled conflict south of Mosul, Iraq 
and is now staying in a Tinah camp. “The 
situation here is very bad” she says  
“I wish I could wash all this dust off”.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

 

 
 

CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON 
 

The celebration meal for Christmas 2016 will be held after 
a short General Meeting  

 

Monday 28 November 2016 
11.30am 

At Rod Evans Community Centre 
160 Hay St East Perth 

$25.50 per head 
 

GUEST  SPEAKER 

Tress Walmsley 
CEO Intergrain 

 

 
Tress has over 15 years of Agribusiness experience and in 2015  

was the Rural Industries Research and Development Corporation  
( RIRDC) Western Australian Rural Woman. 

 

Fantastic raffle prizes and a door prize will be available. 
Members and friends welcome. 

 
For catering purposes payment confirmation is essential by Wednesday 

 23 November 2016 

                           
Please contact:  Robyn Nolan - email robynmn@bigpond.net.au  phone: 0417 917 294 

    Sally Warner – email wsally@iinet.net.au     phone: 0418 951 162 
  To pay by direct debit use you NAME as the reference 

Account Name:  National Council of Women of WA Inc.  
BSB:   066 110  
Account No:  1015 7530 
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Breast Screen WA Held a Pink Ribbon Day Breakfast on Monday 24 October 2016. 
A number of NCWWA Members attended the interesting and entertaining event. 

The Guest speaker, Paddy Creedy AOM gave an inspiring and informative  
presentation of many of her life’s formative experiences. 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
    GUEST SPEAKER 
    Paddy Creedy AOM 
 
 
 

 
             

     The NCWWA Executive representatives. 
Back row l-r: Laurel Pearce, Helen McDonagh,  
Prof Lesley Cala, Merrill Cole 
Front row: Jan Rose, Daphne Thacker,  
Robyn Nolan 
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NCWWA President Robyn Nolan with Breast Screen 
WA supporters, Natalie Owen and Susan Owen. 

  FREE SPIRIT DANCE COMMUNITY 
     entertained with a brilliant  
    performance of belly dancing.  


