
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

          NATIONAL COUNCIL of  WOMEN of WESTERN AUSTRALIA Inc. 
 

Dedicated to the Advancement of Women and their Families 
 
 

 

President’s Message 
September 2016                                                       

 
 
Dear Members, 
 

ational Council of Women (WA) held 

a very productive and informative 

meeting Monday 19 September 2016 

as Monday 26 September was a public holiday 

in Western Australia for the Queen’s Birthday. 

 

Jo Collins Director of Out of Home Care 

Parkerville Children and Youth Care was the 

guest speaker at the meeting and Jo spoke 

about the protection and care for the most 

vulnerable children and youth in our 

community through the provision of a 

therapeutic environment that utilises a range 

of professional services. The core business of 

Parkerville Children and Youth Care remains 

their response to the “high needs child”. 

Many of these children and youth have 

suffered chronic histories of multiple abuse 

and display a range of trauma-related 

behaviours. It is unnerving reality that in 

Australia today one in four girls and one in six 

boys will be abused before they reach 18 

years of age. 

 

Out of Home Care for children and youth will 

always remain Parkerville Children and Youth  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Care core business. However it also offers 

valuable outreach services and programs to 

the wider community for children, youth and 

families in need. 
 

As I stated in last month’s Newsletter the 

advocacy role of NCWWA is important for its 

membership and I urge all affiliate 

organisations to raise issues and matters of 

concern so that NCWWA can support your  

efforts. In the last few weeks NCWWA has 

written to members of parliament supporting 

the continued ban on the use of the octagon 

mesh fight enclosures (fight cages) and also 

written expressing concern about the 

inadequate State Government funding to 

Legal Aid and Community Legal Centres in 

Western Australia. 
 

It is indeed hard to believe the year is just 

slipping by and it is almost the end of 

September. NCWWA will be holding its annual 

Christmas Lunch on Monday 28 November 

2016 at the Rod Evans Community Centre. A 

short NCWWA meeting will be held prior to 

the lunch.  I hope you will all be able to attend 

the lunch. Please contact Helen or myself to 

confirm your attendance. 
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The next NCWWA will be held on Monday 24 October 2016. Andrew Hastie MP Member for Canning 

will be the guest speaker. Andrew Hastie was elected to the House of Representatives at the 2015 

by-election for the Division of Canning.  Andrew was re-elected in 2016. A former Army Officer, 

Andrew is a strong advocate for the protection of Australian values including affordable health care, 

education and housing. 

Robyn Nolan 
robynmn@bigpond.net.au 

0417 917 294

AFFILLIATE NEWS 

        

 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF 

JEWISH WOMEN OF WA 

 

      
       

 

Women’s Achievers 

Evening 

Honouring 

 

Prof Lyn Beasley AM FTSE 

Debbie Schaffer OAM 

Amber Hasler  
 

 

 SUNDAY 6th NOVEMBER  
7:00pm for  7:30pm start  

 
Perth Jewish Community Centre  

61 Woodrow Avenue, YOKINE  

 
LIMITED TICKETS AVAILABLE  

 

General $65  
Student $45  

 

NO DOOR SALES 
                         

FOR TICKETS 
CONTACT: Kate Zuydam 0421 402 844 
 
A  l i g h t  k o s h e r  s u p p e r  w i l l   b e  s e r v e d 

 

    

 

 

AUSTRALIAN CHURCH WOMEN 

 

WORLD COMMUNITY DAY  

 

Fellowship of the least coin 
 

     The Fellowship of the Least Coin is a world-   
     wide ecumenical movement of prayer 
     for peace, justice and reconciliation.  
     Through this movement Christian 
     women around the world seek 
     fellowship with each other and are  
    reminded to live a reconciled and 
      forgiving life with others. 

 
Friday 28 October 

10.00am 
 

Maylands/Mt Lawley Uniting Church 
165 Railway Pde 

Maylands 
 

Guest Speaker 

Rev Narelle Collas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    A Light lunch will be served afterwards
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  SALVATION ARMY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

 

                                   NCWWA pays tribute to Major Geoff Freind 

 

Perth Salvation Army Major Geoff Freind has  

died after being attacked during a preaching  

tour in Africa. Mr Freind, 60, was a long-serving Salvation  

Army Major based in the Perth suburb of Morley. 

He was on leave and taking a five-week  solo-preaching tour in  

Malawi in eastern Africa when he was attacked while walking  

from his hotel  to nearby shops. Mr Freind was put in an  

induced coma at a Johannesburg hospital, but died later. 
By Charlotte Hamlyn 

“He was a fine person with so much to give” says Laurel Pearce, Salvation Army Delegate for NCWWA 

 

NCWWA offers sympathy and condolences to all Salvation Army personell 

and the Freind family on the tragic loss of their loved one. 

 

 

 

 

ECUMENICAL CHURCH SERVICE 

 
‘DOMESTIC VIOLENCE’ 

 

For Anti-Poverty Week 
 

Wednesday 19th October 
12.30-1.30pm 

 

St. George’s Cathedral 
38 St. Georges Terrace 

 

Guest Speakers 

 

    Basil Hanna 
      CEO of Parkerville  
      Children and Youth Care  
 
 

             Victoria Cooke 
                Family & Domestic  
               Violence Consultant      
                  at Anglicare WA  

 

  FREE LUNCH PROVIDED  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                       RSVP: to: src@perth.anglican.org 
  MUSIC BY ST.GEORGE’S ANGLICAN GRAMMAR SCHOOL 

 

 

        For Your information! 
         Tuesday  11 October 2016 

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF THE GIRL CHILD 
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The following is an extract from Journalist, Anna Henderson’s article on the first Indigenous woman to be elected to the 

 lower house sung into her seat  31 august 2016 

Sung into her seat: Indigenous MP  

Linda Burney makes history as the  

world watches  
 

Linda Burney is the first Aboriginal  

woman to be elected  

to the Lower House.  
 

Linda, the first Indigenous woman to be elected to the lower house was SUNG into her seat  
 

Wiradjuri woman Lynette Riley has been "blown away" by the international interest in her 
Indigenous acknowledgement, sung from the public gallery of the Australian Parliament, 
to welcome her long-time friend Linda Burney. 
 

At the same time she is looking forward to a time when Indigenous welcomes are so commonplace they are no 

longer newsworthy. 

The nation's Federal Parliament is no stranger to ceremony, but none so ancient as the Wiradjuri song that 

heralded the entry of the first Indigenous woman in the Lower House. 

As Ms Burney delivered her first speech last week, the call and response rang out across the cavernous chamber. 

The singer stood in the public gallery, a place usually reserved for quiet seated observance and off limits to the 

press. 
 

But the Speaker of the Lower House made an exception so that Lynette Riley — a Wiradjuri Gamilaroi woman — 

could give a traditional Indigenous welcome and ensure Linda Burney was "sung into her seat" according to 

Indigenous tradition and protocol. 

 

Ms Riley rose in the public gallery, where even pen and paper is banned lest it be used to send messages or 

projectiles, clothed in a kangaroo skin cloak. 

The song and the speech would soon become a worldwide viral phenomenon watched and shared by hundreds of 

thousands of people. 

"What I'm doing in that acknowledgement is I'm introducing who I 

am as an Aboriginal person, my nation, my clan, my family 

connections," Ms Riley later explained. 

"In the context of Linda being in Parliament, what we're doing is 

saying, 'this is who we are, we're of the Wiradjuri nation, this is who 

I am as a person, now tell me who you are'." 

While Ms Riley sang, with her daughter by her side, silence 

blanketed the green amphitheatre. 
 

Since the speech there has been an outpouring of support for Ms Burney and for Indigenous Australians. 

Some from countries like Canada expressed disbelief that the historic election of an Indigenous woman to the 

Australian Parliament had taken until 2016. 

Ms Riley said the power of the speech and of Ms Burney's election to Parliament must not be underestimated. 

"To know that we have somebody of her calibre, but also that we have Aboriginal people who are going into 

parliament and representing us. People get to see us as people and not as stereotypes and stories that they've 

heard," she said. 

 
Congratulations to Linda and her singers. History has indeed been made.                  Merrill Cole: Editor 
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    STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 

AUGUST 2016 

CONSUMER AFFAIRS          Adviser: Robyn Nolan 
 

Product recall: 
 

Ditto Novelty Heart Shaped Calculator- Pink and Purple. Product may crack open when dropped exposing the 
button cell battery. Customers should immediately cease using the calculator and return it to any BIG W store for 
a full refund. The products were sold nationally between December 2014 and July 2016. 
 

Heos 1 Go Pack by Denon Rechargeable Battery. All serial numbers beginning with 5xxGxxxxxx and serial 
numbers between 601G913517 to 601G914004. The serial numbers can be found on the base of the battery. The 
battery cells in the rechargeable battery pack may combust. Consumers should immediately discontinue use of 
the rechargeable battery pack and contact QualiFi Pty Ltd for instructions to replace the product which was sold 
at various electronic retailers nationally between May 2015 and July 2016. 
Dualit 1.5L Jug Kettle Polished with Black Trim.  There is a risk of shattered plastic pieces passing the filter and 
being poured into food or beverages and potentially being ingested. Consumers should immediately stop using 
the product and return the product to the retailer where the product was purchased. The product was sold 
nationally at a number of stores including Myers and David Jones. 
 

Selecting a Pest Management Business:  
During this year in particular there has been an increased number of complaints about businesses being hired for 
pest control at residential properties. In WA any person who applies a pesticide for “remuneration” must hold an 
appropriate licence with correct endorsements. The licence must include type of licence, the expiry date and the 
pest management activity the licence holder is authorised to carry out. The endorsements which can be seen on 
the licence include timber and termites, lawn and garden, commercial and domestic pest and sales. It is 
recommended to 

 obtain at least three quotes and compare costs, services, products warranties and methods of 

application. 

 Request written information on the pesticide to be used, treatment methods and limitations. 

 Ask what to expect and what precautions to take during and following treatment. 

 Tree branches or roots causing damage to property: 
If overhanging branches or encroaching roots have damaged your property, you should write a letter to your 
neighbour that sets out: 

 the specific damage their tree branches or roots have caused 

 three quotes for the cost of repairing the damage 

 a request for your neighbour  to pay those costs and how they will do that 

 a request that they will fix the problem, removing parts of the tree if needed 

Your neighbour has a legal obligation to respond in 21 days and fix the problem. Always keep a copy of any 
correspondence. If writing a letter does not work, mediation is probably the next option. 
 

Health Consumers Rights: (source Health Consumers Council): 
Your legal rights as a health consumer are based on two basic rights: 

1. the right to give or withhold your informed consent to treatment 

2. the right to receive competent care from health service providers 

You have the right to: 

 be treated with care, consideration and decency 

 clear explanations and information 

 ask questions about the service, any proposed procedures and its risks benefits and alternative 

treatments 

 be given time to understand the information provide 

 be informed about the cost of treatment(s) 
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 be informed if the procedure is experimental or part of research 

 ask for a second opinion 

 choose a health care establishment 

 give informed consent about treatment and withdraw consent at anytime 

 appoint someone to make decisions on your behalf if you cannot make those decisions yourself 

 leave the hospital at any time- except in the case of some infectious or psychiatric conditions 

 confidentiality of personal records 

 complain if you are not happy 

 redress in the event of injury 

 have access to your medical records 

 

YOUTH REPORT                             Adviser: Dawn Butterworth 

 
Treatment of Youth in Detention Centres. 
ABC Four Corners program provided graphic footage of the shocking treatment of Aboriginal youth in the Don 
Dale Detention Centre in the Northern Territory. Footage was provided of a 14-year-old boy breaking out of a 
solitary cell where he had been confined for a week.. He was quite literally running up the walls and smashing 
the florescent light fitting that he had ripped from the ceiling. He was subsequently restrained by 3 prison 
guards, one with his knee in the boy's back, tear-gassed, stripped naked and thrown a white gown to put on. 
Later, he was strapped and shackled into a wheelchair with a spithood placed over his head for transfer to an 
adult prison. 
 

The Prime Minister immediately ordered a Royal Commission headed by Judge Brian Martin to investigate 
the treatment of juveniles and youth in detention in the N.T. Subsequently, Judge Martin resigned due to a 
perception by some of a conflict of interest and was replaced 
by Justice Margaret White AO, former justice of the Supreme Court in Queensland and Aboriginal elder, Mr Mick 
Goode, ATSI Social Justice Commissioner in the Human Rights Commission. 
The WA Commissioner for Children and Young people, Mr Colin Pettit, issued a media statement reporting 
that he is not aware of any similar abuse of children and youth in WA and that we have strong, independent 
agencies monitoring standards in our youth justice facilities. He also stated that we must focus on breaking the 
cycle of disadvantage. 
 

As NCWWA Advisor for Youth, I emailed Mr Pettit expressing my disgust at the Four Corners footage and 
dismay that authorities would think that the use of barbaric, inhumane, cruel, punitive methods could possibly 
rehabilitate young people. I suggest that NCWWA investigate exactly what methods are used in WA detention 
centres to build trust and positive behaviour in our young people. 
 

Cashless Welfare Debit Card 
Andrew Forrest has put forward an impassioned plea to support a cashless welfare debit card. He argues 
that WA society needs to face up to the fact that crystal meth and other drugs are destroying the lives of our 
children. Limiting cash allows families to ensure that the full amount of welfare can be spent wherever a person 
pleases, but 80% cannot go on drugs, alcohol or gambling. This move has empowered many people to take 
charge of their finances for the first time. 

Trials in Ceduna SA and Kununurra WA have demonstrated the benefits. In Ceduna, t he major drug dealer 
has left, pokies are down 30%, fresh food deliveries have doubled and antisocial behaviour is declining. In 
Wyndham, women are finding that the card gives them more control over where the money is going instead 
of it going to partners who gamble or drink. 

 

Those who argue against a cashless welfare debit card on the basis or it being an infringement of human 
rights are completely overlooking the rights of children as prescribed under the Convention on the Rights of the 
Child. 

        

6. 



 

     
A recent survey showed that many women in Western Australia had little knowledge of finance.  

Women were retiring with less savings or women in abusive or violent relationships may have little 
understanding of their finances. There can be many different situations that women can be placed in 
financially.   
Amcham Women in Leadership Group Chartered Accountants, ANZ and Australian Institute of Company 
Directors are joining forces to deliver a “Financial Toolbox series” which would give women greater 
knowledge in finance.  The workshops are run by some of Perth’s leading financial experts.  
                                      

More information can be seen on: 
http://events.amcham.com.au/financialtoolbox/  

 

 

 

 

                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

DATE OF THE 

Next General Meeting 

 

Monday 24 October 2016 

 

1.00pm 
Rod Evans Community Centre 

160 Hay St East Perth 
 

GUEST SPEAKER 

 

Andrew Hastie MP 

 

 
 

Federal Member for Canning 
 
 

Andrew is a 32 year-old husband and father who until 
recently has worked as an Army Captain with the 
Special Air Service (SAS) Regiment. He and his wife, 
Ruth, have been married for seven years and have 
recently started their own family with the birth of their 
son, Jonathan. 
 

 
 

 

email:  ncwwa@iinet.net.au 

website: www.ncwwa.org.au 

     

 
 

Pink Ribbon Breakfast! 
 

 Monday 24 October 2016 
Fraser’s Function Centre 

Fraser Avenue, Kings Park 
 

Prompt start: 7:30am - 9:00am 

Registration: 7:00am - 7: 15am 
 

$35.00 including GST 
 

Key Note Speaker 
 

Patricia (Paddi) Creevey OAM 
Paddi was awarded the Medal of the Order of 

Australia in 2012 for her dedication an 

and tireless commitment to local  

government and the Mandurah  

community.  

Paddi is also an inaugural inductee  

to the WA Women’s Hall of Fame.  

Many years in public life  

have given her many stories to tell. 

 
PLEASE EMAIL YOUR REGISTRATION by 

Thursday 20 October 2016 
Email: breastscreenwa@health.wa.gov.au 

phone (08) 9323 6707. 
 

 

 

NCWWA CHRISTMAS LUNCH 2016 
 

Monday 28 November 
 

A short General Meeting beforehand 
at 11.30am 

 

Donations of personal needs for women and children 

will be collected for RUAH women’s refuge 
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This ATTACHMENT is a response to a letter sent by NCWWA regarding the lack of 
adequate funding for Legal Aid in Western Australia. 
 

 

 

 



 

          

 


